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Tine  Corporation,  Treasury,  or  Common  Good, 
Funds,  arc  the  various  expressions  now  used 
to  denote  what  is  left  of  the  ancient  patrimony 
of  the  burgh,  and  the  additional  property 
which  has,  from  time  to  time,  been  acquired 
through  its  agency.  This  patrimony,  as  you 
can  well  suppose,  is  of  very  early  date  ;  how 
early  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  de- 
termined, but  we  suppose  it  to  be  coeval  with 
the  erection  of  the    burgh  and   due  to  some 

i 


2  The  Common  Good 

specific  grant,  or  at  least  recognition,  by  the 
Crown.  In  the  reign  of  David  I.  (i  124-1153) 
several  of  the  Scottish  towns  mentioned  in  the 
charters  of  the  period  are  referred  to  as  "king's 
burghs."  The  full  meaning  of  the  expression 
is  not  understood,  but  it  may  refer  to  such 
centres  as  Berwick,  Dundee,  Inverness,  and 
Aberdeen,  which  had  apparently  become  mar- 
kets for  the  importation  and  disposal  of  foreign 
goods  prior  to  David's  reign.  The  erection  of 
Aberdeen  into  a  burgh  royal  was  made  by 
David  I.,  but  no  direct  trace  of  the  grant  has 
been  discovered,  and  our  information  of  the 
fact  is  conveyed  through  the  wording  of  the 
charter  of  David's  grandson,  William  the  Lion, 
circa  1179,  in  which  he  confirms  all  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  the  burgesses  as  freely 
as  they  held  and  enjoyed  them  in  his  grand- 
father's reign.  That  the  free  Hanse,  or 
Merchant  craft,  whose  privileges  are  there 
referred  to,  was  no  idle  thing  even  at  that 
early  date,  we  learn  from  J  communications 
which    took  place  in    1273  regarding   certain 

I.   Calendar  of  Documents  relating  to  Scotland,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  2-3 
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exports  from  Aberdeen,  which  had  been  de- 
tained by  some  English  merchants  at  Win- 
chclsca.  From  the  correspondence  which 
passed  between  the  Scotch  and  English  courts 
we  find  that  Thomas  Kerr,  John  of  Abcrdene, 
and  Walter  de  la  Itothc,  merchants  of  Aber- 
deen, had  been  plundered,  while  on  a  voyage 
to  St.  Omcr  with  their  vessel  from  this  city, 
by  John  Adryan  of  Winchclsea,  and  that  he 
had  taken  from  them  56]  sacks  of  wool,  5,} 
Macros  of  ox  hide,  150  salmon,  200  "  bords  " 
of  oak,  a  trussel  of  deer's  hide,  and  lambs' 
skins,  and  much  other  merchandise.  After 
proof  and  a  signed  declaration  that  the  goods 
belonged  entirely  to  Aberdeen  merchants, . 
Edward  commands  his  constable  of  Dover  to 
see  that  the  goods  taken  are  returned  without 
delay.  Our  reason  for  narrating  this  little 
incident  is  twofold.  In  the  first  place  it  is 
interesting,  as  being,  we  believe,  the  earliest 
mention  of  Aberdeen  trade,  and  as  giving  such 
a  minute  description  of  the  various  exports  of 
the  city  and  district  seven  centuries  ago.     It 

I.   A  dacre  consisted  of  10  or  12  hides. 
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likewise  points  to  the  enterprise  of  the  bur- 
gesses, and  to  the  prominent  position  the  town 
had  attained,  or  was  fast  attaining,  as  a  centre 
of  foreign  trade.  It  would  be  natural  then,  that, 
as  the  town  increased  in  size  and  population, 
the  burghers  should  desire  to  have  a  greater 
measure  of  local  government  than  they  then 
enjoyed.  Up  to  this  time  the  Crown  held 
nearly  all  the  rights  of  land,  fishing,  customs, 
&c,  but  more  especially  was  this  the  case 
with  the  burghs.  Every  burgher  in  right  of 
his  croft  or  tenement  became  a  Crown  vassal, 
and  paid  a  fixed  yearly  xrcnt  to  the  prepositi 
or  ballivi,  who  accounted  for  the  same  to  the 
King's  Chamberlain,  so  that  there  could  have 
been  little  or  nothing  left  for  carrying  on 
the  municipal  government.  Despite  this, 
however,  there  is  direct  evidence  that  all  the 
machinery  for  local  government  was  in  exis- 
tence prior  to  the  date  when  the    burgh  got 

I.   Of  the  kyngis  rent  in  borowagis. 
M  In  the  fyrst  what  is  the  rent  of  our  lorde  the  kyng  in 
borowagis.     That  is  to  say  that  ilke  bnrges  sail  geyff  to  the 
kyng    for    his   borowage    (burgh   holding)    at   he   deffendis, 
for  ilke  rud  of  land  v  d  the  yhere," — "Leges  Burgcrum^  i." 
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complete  control  of  its  own  revenues.  In  1272, 
1  Richard  Cemcntarius  was  alderman  of  the 
burgh,  and  we  need  not  suppose  he  was  the 
first  who  held  the  civic  chair,  but  that  with 
many  others  his  is  the  earliest  name  that  has 
come  down  to  us  through  the  centuries.  The 
only  apparent  method  then  by  which  money 
could  be  obtained  was  in  leasing  or  farming 
the  crown  rents  for  less  than  what  they  would 
bring  or  by  direct  taxation,  and  by  both  of 
these  means,  doubtless,  the  first  beginnings  of 
the  Common  Good  were  made. 

Besides  these  sources  of  revenue  there 
were  others,  such  as  that  indicated  in  the 
following  law : — 

-"Wha  sum  evir  will  brew  thrw  the  twelf  moneth 
aw  to  geyf  the  aldirman  in  the  yhere  iiijd.  And  for 
half  a  yhere  to  hym  bot  ijd." 

An  important  alteration  was  made,  how- 
ever, in  1 3 19,  when  the  community  obtained 
from  Robert  I.  a  grant  of  the  burgh  and  the 

1.  Deed  of  Confirmation  by  David  II.  of  Friars'  annual 
rents,  in  Marischal  College. 

2.   Leges  Burgorum  xxxvi. 
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forest  of  the  Stocket  for  payment  of  a  yearly 
feu-duty  of  ,6213  6s.  8d.  sterling.  The  de- 
nomination sterling  was  an  evident  mistake, 
for  the  maill  paid  was  ac  the  rate  of  £213 
6s.  8d.  Scots  ;  and  in  the  charter  of  novo- 
damus,  granted  by  James  VI.,  dated  17th 
July,  1617,  this  was  corrected,  and  an  additional 
twenty  shillings  Scots  added  for  augmentation. 
This  sum,  with  some  additional  feu-duties,  now 
amounts  to  £ig  5s.  7d.  stg.,  of  which  there  is 
paid  to  the  Exchequer  ,£10  18s.  lid.,  and  to 
Bishop  Dunbar's  Hospital,  Old  Aberdeen, 
£8  6s.  8d. 

Aberdeen  was  the  first  burgh  to  be  placed 
on  such  a  favourable  footing  ;  Edinburgh  fol- 
lowing ten  years  later,  and  Dundee  in  1359, 
while  the  other  burghs  remained  under  the 
old  system  of  being  farmed  out  by  tacks  for  a 
certain  number  of  years. 

The  donation  clause  in  Robert's  charter  is 
as  follows : — 

11  We  have  granted  and  set  to  feufarm,  and  by 
our  present  charter  confirmed  to  our  burgesses  and 
community  of  our  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  our  foresaid 
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burgh  of  Aberdeen  and  our  forest  of  the  Stocket 
with  the  pertinents  ;  to  be  held  and  had  by  the  fore- 
said burgesses  and  community,  their  heirs  and 
successors,  for  ever,  of  us  and  our  heirs  in  fee  and 
heritage  and  in  free  burgage,  by  all  their  right 
meiths  and  marches,  with  mills,  waters,  fishings, 
petty  customs,  tolls,  courts,  weights,  measures,  and 
with  all  other  privileges,  conveniences,  servitudes, 
usages,  and  their  just  pertinents  by  law  and  usage 
belonging,  or  which  shall  in  future  belong,  to  the 
sett  of  the  said  burgh  and  forest." 

From  this  date  the  commencement  of  the 
Common  Good  of  the  burgh  may  be  safely- 
dated,  as  the  revenue  previous  to  this,  if 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  administration, 
could  have  been  little  more.  Now,  however, 
the  community  had  complete  control  of  the 
whole  of  the  burgh  properties,  i.e.,  the  burghers, 
instead  of  as  formerly  paying  their  tack  duties 
to  the  Crown  officers,  paid  them  into  the  city 
treasury,  while  it  is  not  too  much  to  suppose 
that  new  rents  would  be  created  from  subjects 
which  had  previously  yielded  no  return,  and 
so  after  paying  the  yearly  feu-duty,  there 
must  have  remained  a  fair  revenue  for  burgh 
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purposes.  This  would  be  more  especially  the 
case  as  by  subsequent  charters  they  became 
possessed  of  new  rights  and  privileges,  such 
as  the  lands  of  1Rubislaw,  2Cruives,  right  of 
"•markets,  assize  of  ale,  A white  fish,  &c,  and 
by  gifts,  such  as  the  Justice  Mills,  which 
tradition  affirms  Provost  William  Leith  made 
as  a  propitiatory  offering  for  the  slaughter  of 
a  brother  magistrate. 

While  still  in  its  infancy,  the  Common 
Good  received  a  severe  check  through  a  seri- 
ous fire  which  destroyed  part  of  the  town  in 
1326.5  The  calamity  was  of  such  a  character 
that  the  Crown  remitted  20  marks  of  the 
yearly  feu-duty  for  the  space  often  years  ;  and 
this  period  had  barely  elapsed  before  Edward 
I.  completely  devastated  the  city,  and  the 
Chamberlain6  had  to  report  that  no  maills 
could  be  obtained  as  the  enemy  had  complete 

I.   Charter,  Robert  II.,  20th  August,  1379. 

2.  Purchased  for  140  merks  Scots  from  John  Bannerman  of 

Elsick,  and  confirmed  by  charter,  James  III.,  26th  Oct.,  1465. 

3.   Charter,  James  II.,  26th   March,  1458. 

4.  Charter,  James  III.,  loth  December,  1482. 

5.  Exchequer  Rolls,  vol.  i.  p.  60. 

6.  Ibid,  p.  cxlix. 
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possession.  The  intervening  period  from  1336 
to  1398  is  a  complete  blank  ;  but  from  the 
Exchequer  Rolls  we  learn  that  the  maills  were 
being  regularly  paid,  or  rather  that  accounts 
were  yearly  rendered  showing  how  the  baillies 
disbursed  the  £213  6s.  8d.  on  warrants  from 
the  Exchequer,  the  actual  money  paid  over 
being  almost  invariably  very  small. 

In  1398  the  existing  Council  registers 
commence,  and  the  first  volume  contains  the 
earliest  known  record  of  a  municipal  election 
and  of  a  burgh  account.  From  a  subsequent 
volume  of  the  2  register  we  know  that,  at  the 
Michaelmas  election,  four  years  previously, 
i.e.,  in  1394,  a  set  of  statutes  was  enacted 
and  approved  of  which  dealt  almost  exclusively 
with  the  management  of  the  Common  Good. 
They  arc  as  follows  : — 

(1)  That  no  alderman,  baillie,  or  office-bearer 
shall  remain  in  office  beyond  one  year.  (2)  The 
alderman's  accounts  to  be  given  in  40  days  after  his 
going  out  of  office,  and  the  balance  to  be  paid  with- 
out delay.      (3)  He  is  to  enjoy   no  office  till  the 

1.  Council  Register,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  73,  119. 
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accounts  be  rendered  and  the  balance  paid.  (4)  No 
sum  above  20s.  to  be  spent  without  the  consent  of 
a  majority  of  the  council.  (5)  The  baillies  only  to 
meddle  with  the  town's  rents.  (6)  Commissioners 
to  Parliament  to  be  chosen  by  the  whole  Council. 
(7)  Tenants  of  the  town's  lands,  fishings,  and  mills 
to  pay  their  rents  when  due. 

These  laws  are  again  and  again  referred  to, 
and,  from  the  fact  that  they  were  re-enacted  in 
1436  and  then  entered  in  the  register,  we  are 
indebted  for  the  exact  tenor  of  them.  We 
may  here  mention  that,  up  to  the  year  1 53 1 , 
the  Alderman,  or  Provost,  was  likewise 
treasurer,  but  in  that  year  the  office  was 
disjoined  from  that  of  chief  magistrate, 
Thos.  Menzies  being  elected  treasurer,  and 
the  succession  has  been  unbroken  from  that 
time. 

The  first  burgh  account  engrossed  in  the 
Council  register,  as  already  stated,  is  that  for 
1I398.  It  is  very  fragmentary,  but  sufficient 
to  let  us  know  that  the  patrimony  of  the 
burgh  at  that  time  consisted,  (1)  of  the  out- 

1.   Council  Register,  vol.  i.  pp.  56,  57. 
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lying  lands  round  the  burgh,  let  at  a  tack 
duty  of  about  £29  ;  (2)  the  Salmon  Fishings 
on  Dee  and  Don  yielding  considerably  more 
than  half  the  revenue,  or  close  on  .£138; 
(3)  the  mills,  burgh  roods,  crofts,  and  cer- 
tain small  customs,  making  up  together  about 
£70,  giving  ,6230  Scots  as  the  approxi- 
mate yearly  revenue  at  this  time,  a  sum 
not  much  in  excess  of  the  Crown  feu-duty. 
It  is  exceedingly  probable,  however,  that  the 
account  is  anything  but  complete  as  there  are 
properties  omitted  which  must  have  then  been 
yielding  some  return. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  properties 
held  under  leases  of  two  and  three  years,  with 
the  names  of  the  tacksmen  : — 

Fc  Game 

John  Anderson  vj  lib. 

Schethokisley 

Alexander    Bannerman     and    William 

Anderson  iij  lib. 

Stellis  (Fishing) 

William  de  Camera  John  and  Robert 

Davidson  vj  lib. 

Fishing  Town 

Vacant  but  producing  £4  the  following  year. 
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1  Stand  Dues  and  Small  Customs 

Vacant  but  producing  £4  the  following  year. 

Forest  with  fogage 

John  de  Spens — Cautioner  Simon  de 

Camera  2  marks. 

Rubislaw 

Simon    de    Camera — Cautioner    Nicholas 
Ledale  xls. 

Ferlot  Tollis 

Maurice  Swerdslep — Cautioner  Richard 

Lounan  20  marks. 

North  Water  (Fishings) 

Adam  de  Benyn,  Richard  de  Lounan  and 

Richard  Fichet  20  lib. 

Le  Croys 

Alexander   Bannerman    Thome    Lamb    Jr. 
and  William  Chaynston 

Rake  (Fishing) 

William  de  Camera  son,  Robert 

Davidson  and  John  Loccon  xl.lib.vjs.viijd. 

Midchyngil  (Fishing) 

Tacksmen  as  above  xvj.  lib. 

Le  Pot  (Fishing) 

Tacksmen  as  above  xx  lib. 

Le  Furdis  (Fishing) 

Tacksmen  as  above  xxv  lib. 

Mills 

Simon  Lamb  x  lib.  William  de  Camera 
father  and  William  Anderson  x  lib  xx  lib. 

1.  Compositions  from  stalls  placed  at  fairs,  &c. 
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That  the  rental  of  1398  is  only  a  par- 
tial one,  is  best  shown  by  referring  to  the 
memoranda  engrossed  for  the  years  x  1433-38, 
for  they  can  scarcely  be  called  accounts,  but 
appear  to  be  jottings  from  them  copied  into 
the  Council  register  for  preservation.  From 
these  jottings,  then,  we  learn  that  the  yearly 
revenue  amounted  to  £453  8s.  8d.,  and  that 
in  addition  to  the  items  of  revenue  already 
mentioned,  the  flesh  mercat  brought  35s.,  and 
the  booths  under  the  2 Council  House  33s.  4d. 

On  the  expenditure  side  of  these  notes 
appear  some  interesting  items,  thus  William 
Liale,  the  smith,  gets  10s.,  and  the  master  of 
the  school  four  times  that  sum.  Thomas  Crab, 
for  some  service  which  is  not  recorded,  is 
debited  with  30s.,  and  37s.,  is  likewise  given 
him  as  a  "  Godispenny."  The  expenses  of  the 
Alderman  waiting  on  the  King's  Chamberlain 
was  40s.,  and  Mr.  Nichol,  the  carpenter,  re- 
ceived £13  8s.  on  account  of  his  contract  price 
of  ^40  for  building  a  new  port ;  but  the  largest 

I.  Council  Register,  vol.  iv.  pp.  11 3- 11 7. 
1.   Built  under  licence  from  Robert  III.,  dated 

20th  October,  1393. 
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item  by  far  is  that  of  £66  paid  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Commissioners  to  Parliament.  We  must 
suppose  these  sums  to  have  been  all  duly 
authorised  and  properly  vouched,  for  they 
were  submitted  to  a  committee  of  twelve 
Councillors  specially  appointed  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Alderman. 

For  defraying  extraordinary  expenses  it 
is  evident  the  Common  Good  could  not  be 
drawn  on  ;  and  so  through  the  greater  part  of 
the  Council  registers  we  find  taxation  lists  of 
the  various  householders — stent  rolls  as  they 
are  called — upon  which  the  necessary  sum  was 
levied.  The  earliest  of  these  lists  extant  was 
made  up  in  1398;  but  that  for  M408  is  the 
most  complete,  and  contains  the  names  of  some 
344  persons.  The  occasion  for  this  tax  was  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  certain  delegates  to 
England.  When  the  twelve  auditors  were 
appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  for  2I447, 
there  appears  an  entry  which  points  to  the 
reasonable  supposition  that  they  had  formerly 

1.  Council  Register,  vol.  ii.  p.  26. 

2.  Ibid,  vol.  v.  p.  5. 
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been  rather  remiss  in  their  duties,  for  the  new 
auditors  are  instructed  that  at  least  eight  or 
seven  of  their  number  "  be  the  lest  sal  end  the 
same  audit."  It  had  perhaps  been  through 
the  negligence  of  the  auditors  that  the  burgh 
appears  to  have  got  itself  into  financial 
difficulty  at  this  time,  for  a  very  short  note 
informs  us  that  certain  merchants'  goods  had 
been  seized  for  the  town's  debt,  and  six 
persons  are  bound  over  to  pay  the  debtor  and 
free  the  goods  from  the  arrestment.  The 
entry  is  as  follows  : — 

luThe  xxiiij  dai  of  October  the  yher  of  grace 
[14I47  The  hale  counsaile  Ripely  avisit  has  fundin 
and  concludit  that  John  of  fife  for  a  quartar  John 
the  Vaus  for  a  quartar  Gilbt  meignes  for  a  quartar 
and  John  blyndseil  and  thorn  blyndseil  and  Adam 
hill  for  a  quarte  sal  ansuer  and  Red  the  toune  of 
the  det  aucht  to  thomas  beruwale  of  londone  and 
sal  freith  and  bryng  hame  the  commoune  seel  and 
content  the  nyghboris  of  the  toune  that  thar  gudes 
warr  tane  tharfor  and  allowit  be  beruwale  And  the 
Alderman  sal  tak  souertee  of  the  said  persounes 
that  thai  sal  content  the  thing  that  awyng  to  the 
nyghboris  of  the  toune  betuex  pasch  next  tocum, 

I.   Council  Register,  vol.  v.  p.  723. 
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and  thai  sal  deliuer  the  Remanant  that  is  acht  to 
beruvvale  to  four  lele  men  to  be  chosin  be  the  Alder- 
man to  be  kepit  to  beruwall  availe,  and  that  be  the 
samyn  tyme." — 

It  would  appear  that  the  common  seal  of 
the  town  had  been  pledged  for  the  debt,  but 
Beruwale  had  found  it  but  poor  security,  and 
hencehis  diligence  against  the  merchants' goods. 

The  records  for  the  next  half  century  arc 
full  of  entries  having  reference  to  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  getting  payment  from  the 
Aldermen  of  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the 
revenue,  as  brought  out  at  the  end  of  their 
accounts.  Thus,  in  1449,  the  auditors  report 
that  William  Schearar's  account,  connected 
with  the  building  of  the  Overkirkgate  Port, 
showed  a  balance  due  by  him  of  ^34  10s.,  and 
it  does  not  appear  that  this  sum  was  ever 
recovered.  Four  years  later,  John  Fyfe  was 
alderman,  and  we  find  him  with-holding  his 
accounts  from  the  auditors,  in  respect  that  he 
had  a  claim  against  the  town.  The  following 
characteristic   minute,  under   date  ai9th    Oc- 

I.  Council  Register,  vol,  v.  p.  776. 
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tobcr,  1453,  gives  us  a  glimpse  into  the  free- 
and-easy  style  then  adopted  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Common  Good  : — 

"This  is  the  ansuer  of  the  commoune  counsaile 
and  diuers  merchands  brethir  of  the  gilde  of  this 
burgh  diuisit  and  concludit  to  be  giffin  to  John  of 
fife  and  his  procuratouris  til  his  clame  of  ^40  be 
ane  obligation  of  the  tounes  and  of  £i&  acht  til 
him  as  he  allegis  othirways  be  the  communytee 
that  sen  the  John  of  fife  sen  the  date  of  the  said 
obligation  divers  tymes  and  yheris  has  bene  aldir- 
man  and  had  handillyng  and  goverance  of  the 
commoune  gudes  of  this  burgh  of  the  quhilks  thai 
presume  that  thair  remanys  yhcit  in  his  hands  that 
may  be  payment  for  the  said  clames  thai  will  with 
avise  of  himself  cheis  a  certaine  [number]  of  unsus- 
pectit  persunes  to  heir  his  acompts  and  give  it  be  in 
his  hand  lat  him  be  content  and  give  it  be  noght  in 
his  hand  the  toune  sal  content  him  and  redeme  the 
said  obligatione  in  al  gudeli  haste." 

The  Council  Register,  unfortunately,  does 
not  again  refer  to  the  dispute,  but  as  Fyfe  a 
few  years  later  (1456-8)  again  filled  the  civic 
chair,  we  may  presume  that  the  matter  was 
amicably  settled.  Another  case  of  failure  to 
refund  the  balance  found  due  by  the  auditors 
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occurred  in  the  case  of  Andrew  Schcrar's 
accounts  for  1478-9,  but  the  Council  on  that 
occasion  remitted  the  sum  on  condition  that 
he  repaired  the  beacons  on  the  Castle  Hill 
and  removed  the  wreck  of  the  Spanish  barge 
from  the  entrance  channel  of  the  harbour. 

The  Common  Good  as  you  may  well  under- 
stand was  ill  able  to  stand  the  losses  incurred 
from  the  misappropriation  of  the  annual  credit 
balances,  when  they  existed,  for  it  must  not  be 
inferred  that  these  balances  in  favour  of  the 
fund  were  at  all  common. 

To  meet  the  large  expenditure  incurred  on 
the  visit  of  royalty  caused  the  Council  of  the 
day  no  small  anxiety,  and  occasions  are  not 
wanting  when  having  met  in  the  forenoon  and 
voted  a  gift  or  propine  to  the  king  on  his 
approaching  visit,  they  met  again  in  the 
afternoon  to  consider  how  the  money  was  to 
be  raised  for  paying  the  same.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  the  visit  of  the  queen  of  James  II.,  in 
1455,  the  magistrates,  owing  to  the  heavy 
expenditure  incurred,  were  obliged  to  let  the 
various    properties   on    slightly  longer  leases 
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than  had  been  previously  the  practice,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  certain  grassum,  or  fine  of  ready 
money.  Indeed  this  was  a  favourite  method 
of  raising  the  wind.  Tacks  or  leases  for  a 
certain  number  of  years  were  granted  on  con- 
sideration of  the  holders  paying  down  a  sum 
agreed  on,  and  only  rendering  during  the 
currency  of  the  lease  a  very  small  rent  or  tack 
duty.  The  length  of  these  tacks  was  generally 
for  three,  five,  or  seven  years,  but  pressing 
necessities  induced  the  Magistrates  to  grant 
a  lease  of  certain  fishings  for  nineteen  years. 
Certain  of  the  citizens,  however,  who  were 
strongly  opposed  to  the  ruinous  policy  pursued 
by  the  majority  of  the  Council,  raised  an  action 
of  declarator  before  the  Lords  of  Council,  and 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  lease,  the  town's 
common  seal  being  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  writ  and  destroyed. 

The  evils  of  this  system  soon  began  to  tell 
on  the  revenue  of  the  burgh,  with  the  result 
that  in  handing  in  his  accounts  for  1491,  the 
alderman,  Sir  John  Rutherford,  was  found  to 
be  the  town's  creditor  to  the  extent  of  sixty 
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merks.  This  debt  appears  for  some  years  to 
have  gone  on  increasing,  the  succeeding 
aldermen  paying  over  the  balance  to  their 
predecessors,  until  the  attention  of  the  Council 
was  called  to  the  matter,  and  the  debt  cleared 
off,  most  likely  by  taxation,  although  no  clue 
is  given  by  the  registers.  The  Council  at 
the  same  time  appear  to  have  passed  an 
act  to  the  effect  that  when  the  Common 
Good  was  done,  the  alderman,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing money  from  his  own  purse  was  to 
lay  the  matter  before  fhem  so  that  they 
might  make  provision  themselves.  Accord- 
ingly when,  in  1497,  James  IV.  visited  the 
burgh  and  received  a  propine,  or  gift,  and 
lived  at  free  quarters  on  the  town's  bounty, 
it  was  not  long  before  the  alderman's  pay 
chest  was  ompty,  and  at  a  meeting  held  on 
13th  July  he  placed  the  matter  before  the 
Council  as1  follows  : — 

The  said  day  Sir  John  ruyerfurd  alderman  im- 
mediatlie  efter  his  count  was  maid  and  deliuerit  to  ye 
toune  of  ye  haile  yer  bigane  exponit  to  ye  consale 

I.   Council  Register,  vol.  vii. ,  p.  885. 


of  Aberdeen.  21 

how  he  had  nay  common  gud  till  expone  in  their 
vys  and  warnit  them  y.rof  because  yar  was  akis 
theirof  maid  obefoir  yt  the  alderman  for  ye  tyme 
said  not  superexpend  tham  bot  warne  tham  quhene 
yar  commone  gud  was  done  yt  thai  myt  provid  for 
thamself." 

The  provision  which  was  made  on  this 
occasion  was  like  that  on  many  another,  for 
it  appears  that  they  granted  new  leases  of  the 
salmon  fishings  on  Dee  and  Don  for  certain 
fixed  periods  in  consideration  of  a  present 
line  or  grassum  of  ready  money. 

Matters  appear  to  have  been  carried  on  by 
this  unsatisfactory  means,  with  an  occasional 
resort  to  taxation,  till  the  middle  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  when  an  important  alteration 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Common  Good  took  place. 
The  Menzies,  who  were  all  powerful  at  this 
period,  along  with  several  other  members  of 
Council,  devised  a  scheme  whereby  the  never- 
ending  trouble  of  renewal  of  tacks  would  be 
done  away  with,  and  what  was  even  more  im- 
portant, the  present  load  of  debt  then  affecting 
the  treasury  would  be  removed.     This  scheme 
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was  no  less  than  the  fcuing  of  the  town's  lands 
and  fishings  for  certain  fixed  annual  feu-duties 
with  a  heavy  present  composition.  This 
method  of  managing  the  Common  Good  was 
entirely  new,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  although  it  was  highly  beneficial  for  the 
town  at  the  time,  the  feu-duties  fixed  being  in 
all  probability  fair  value,  yet  the  Common 
Good  to-day  is  much  the  poorer  from  the 
alienation  of  its  patrimony  by  way  of  feu  at 
the  feu-duties  which  were  considered  fair,  over 
three-and-a-half  centuries  ago.  To-day  these 
feu-duties  amount  to  a  very  paltry  sum,  some 
£jo  stg.  in  all,  while  the  revenue  from  the 
property  which  they  represent  is  more  than 
equal  to  one-half  of  the  direct  taxation  on  the 
burgh  for  police  and  municipal  purposes,  or 
over  ^40,000. 

As  already  remarked,  the  feuing  of  the 
burgh  lands  was  entirely  a  new  departure,  and 
those  who  carried  it  out  apparently  felt  this 
most  keenly,  and  they  appear  in  consequence 
to  have  taken  every  possible  precaution  to 
screen    themselves  should    their  actions    ever 
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be  called  in  question.  In  1551  we  find  the 
Council  purchasing  the  favour  of  the  Crown 
with  the  sum  of  125oo  merks  for  the  privilege 
of  a  Crown  charter  conveying  the  liberty 
sought,  and  wrhich  was  accordingly  granted 
on  4th  March  of  the  same  year.  The  consent 
of  the  Head  Court  of  the  citizens  having  been 
previously  obtained,  a  commission  was  made 
out  in  favour  of  certain  burgesses  to  act  for 
the  burgh  in  the  disposal  of  the  '  several 
subjects.  From  a  careful  examination  of  the 
list  of  parties,  and  the  various  properties 
granted  them,  it  would  appear  that  the  sitting 
tenants  under  the  former  tacks  almost  in- 
variably became  proprietors  at  the  stipulated 
annual  feu-duty  as  fixed  by  the  Head  Court, 
and  the  explanation  is  to  b«.  found  in  the  pro- 
ceedings taken  against  the  Council  anent  the 
feuing  of  the  lands  and  fishings. 

In  connection  with  these  proceedings  it 
may  be  stated  that  at  every  step  of  the  process, 
dissent  was  raised  by  a  party  of  the  burgesses 
who  were  opposed  to  this  method  of  parcelling 

I.   Council  Register,  xxi.,  p.  852. 
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out  the  Common  Good,  or  who  were  likely  to 
be  deprived  of  their  old  holdings.  In  155.4 
this  party  raised  an  action  of  reduction  against 
the  Provost  and  Council,  and  the  settlement 
looked  doubtful  for  some  time.  At  length,  on 
2nd  January,  1556-7,  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
parties  was  held  when  the  following  proposal 
was  submitted  by  the  Provost  and  agreed  to: — 

11  It  was  exponit  to  yame  be  Thomas  Menzies 
prouest  quhow  yer  is  ane  actioun  and  pley  depand- 
and  befor  the  lordis  of  counsell  Betuix  certan 
nythtboris  of  this  toun  anent  certain  fyschings  sett 
be  ye  toun  to  vtheris  personis  yane  ye  aid  possessoris 
yrof  and  that  ye  prouest  and  baillies  ar  sumound 
for  ther  interes  in  ye  said  mater  and  to  produce  ye 
townis  aid  infeftmentis  yat  yai  haf  of  ye  saidis 
fyschings  .  .  .  Quhilk  pley  has  bene  sumteous 
and  werray  costlie  ellis  to  ye  toun  and  to  ye  particu- 
lar partiis  and  ye  pley  as  yet  taken  II till  effect  quhart 
throw  standis  vnkyndnes  and  Inimite  betuix  the 
saidis  nythtboris  and  ye  assistaris  and  grit  appeirane 
cummene  dampnagis  to  succeyd  and  follow  thair- 
upoun  agains  ye  commoun  weill  of  this  guid  toune 
and  Inhabitantis  thairof  And  thairof  Inquyrit  yame 
gif  yai  wald  for  extinctioun  of  ye  said  pley  .  . 
and  for  vnioun  concord  and  tranquilite  to  be  amang 
ye   saidis    nythtboris    and   thair   assistars    in    tyme 
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dimming  .  .  .  That  is  to  say  yat  cuere  aid 
])Ossessor  of  fysching  or  land  quhome  fra  ye  same 
Is  sett  in  few  farme  to  vtheris  sell  haf  yair  avvin 
againe  haldin  heretably  of  ye  toune  and  ye  new 
heretabill  possessoris  yr  of  to  renunce  ye  same  In 
ye  town  is  hand  to  ye  effect  forsaid  and  ye  saidis 
new  heretabill  possessoris  to  haf  and  resaive  yair 
a  win  money  debursit  to  yamc  respectiue  obefor  for 
yair  compositions  and  interes  siluer  fra  ye  aid 
possessoris  forsaid  .  .  .  and  ane  composition 
and  contributioun  to  be  collectit  and  vpliftit  of  ye 
haill  watteris  and  land  takkis  pertening  to  ye  toune 
To  be  disponit  and  given  to  the  resiuers  &c.  in  re- 
compensatioun  of  thair  skait  and  expensses  efTeiring 
to  ye  rait  of  ye  same."1 

The  property  thus  disposed  of  consisted  of  the 
salmon  fishings  on  Dee  and  Don,  downwards 
from  the  Bridge  of  Dec,  and  the  Cruivcs  re- 
spectively, which  were  given  off  for  an  annual 
feu-duty  of  £329  3s.  4d.,  besides  an  immediate 
money  payment  as  composition  for  entry  of 
£1847.  The  lands  of  Garden  or  Kcpplehill 
were  disposed  of  for  ^40  of  annual  feu-duty  ; 
Shedocksley,  for  ,£53  6s.  8d.  ;  Tulloch,  £4; 
Kingswells,  for  £26  13s.  3d. ;  Forestcrhill,  for 

I  Council  Register  vol.  xxii,  p.  459.- 
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£20  ;  the  lands  of  Cruivcs,  or  Woodside,  £40  ; 
Kingshill,  £1  6s.  8d. ;  Bogfairly,  ^44  13s.  4d.; 
Rubislaw,  £20;  and  Hessilhcad  for  £13  6s.  8d., 
or  in  all,  an  annual  sum  of  £263  6^.  8d.,  with 
^194  13s.  4d.  in  name  of  composition.  This 
fcuing  of  the  lands  and  fishings,  therefore, 
besides  furnishing  an  immediate  sum  of 
,£2041  13s.  5d.  for  pressing  wants,  secured  a 
steady  annual  income  of  ,£592  10s.  Scots,  or 
^49  7s.  6d.  sterling.  It  will  be  observed 
with  interest  how  largely  the  salmon  fishings 
bulk  in  the  above  feu-duties,  for  they  bring 
£"65  16s.  8d.  more  in  annual  feu-duty,  while 
the  composition  from  them  is  in  excess  of 
that  from  the  lands  by  ^1652  6s.  9d. 

On  the  completion  of  the  transfer  the 
Council  again  applied  to  the  Crown  for  its 
approval  of  what  they  had  done,  and  on  15  th 
September,  1553,  a  charter  was  expede  through 
the  Great  Seal  confirming  the  whole  tran- 
saction, so  that  the  possessors  under  the  new 
arrangement  must  have  felt  perfectly  safe, 
seeing  they  were  secured  by  two  Crown 
charters    and    an    act   of    the    Head    Court. 
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The  nature  of  their  security  was,  however,  z 
matter  of  much  doubt  some  twenty  yean 
later  through  the  action  of  the  unscrupulou: 
Regent  Morton.  Shortly  after  his  accessioi 
to  power,  Morton  granted  to  George  Auchin 
leck  of  Balmanno,  his  nephew,  the  lands  o 
Polgounay  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Don,  witl 
right  of  salmon  fishing  contiguous  to  th< 
lands. 

This  was  a  direct  infringement  of  th 
town's  charter  rights,  and,  though  the  Counci 
instituted  proceedings  at  once,  little  progres 
was  made  towards  vindicating  the  burgh' 
rights  for  several  years.  On  Morton's  down 
fall  the  Council  took  a  bolder  step,  howevei 
than  appealing  to  the  law  courts,  by  presentin 
a  petition  to  the  young  king  while  he  was  stay 
ing  at  Dunnottar.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Priv 
Council  held  there  on  the  22nd  June,  158c 
the  town's  right  was  acknowledged  and 
revocation  and  reduction  of  Auchinleck's  gran 
so  far  as  it  referred  to  the  salmon  fishings,  wa 
made.  This  was  not  the  first  time  that  th 
town  had  to  defend  its  rights  against  secon 
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grants  under  the  Great  Seal,  for  James  IV., 
in  1494,  granted  the  Stocket  and  Castlehill  to 
Andrew  Wood  of  Ovcrblairton,  but,  on  pro- 
duction of  Robert  I.'s  charter,  he  revoked  his 
grant  to  Wood  and  made  him  perpetual 
tronator  of  the  burgh.  This  new  office,  with 
the  privilege  of  weighing  and  measuring  all 
goods,  came  into  possession  of  the  town  by 
purchase  from  Alexander  Rutherford  in  16 17, 
and  after  that  date  in  the  form  of  the  lately  de- 
molished Wcighhouse,  erected  in  1634,  formed 
a  not  inconsiderable  item  in  the  charge  of  the 
Common  Good. 

The  Reformation,  with  its  sweeping 
changes,  was  the  means  of  adding  a  little  to 
the  Common  Good  in  the  shape  of  a  multitude 
of  small  annual  rents,  which  had  been  attached 
to  the  various  alterages  within  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  or  gifted  to  the  various 
monastic  institutions  within  the  burgh.  Some 
of  these,  such  as  those  of  the  Black  and  White 
Friars,  the  Council  held  for  a  short  time  only, 
while  a  few  of  the  other  annuals  were  for 
some   time  collected    on    behalf  of  the   Cor- 
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poration.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of  the 
spoil,  however,  that  fell  to  the  burgh,  was 
the  Greyfriar's  Place  in  Broad  Street,  and 
the  revenues  of  the  Greyfriars  which  were 
granted  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital  of 
St.  Thomas,  afterwards  known  as  the  Guild 
Brethren's  Hospital.  It  is  right  that  it  should 
be  noted  that  the  Council  of  the  day  were  so 
enlightened  as  to  gift  this  place,  in  1593,  to  Earl 
Marischal,  to  enable  him  to  found  the  college 
called  after  him,  and  in  looking  back  from  the 
standpoint  of  to-day,  it  will  hardly  be  denied 
that  the  transaction  was  a  very  profitable 
one  for  the  citizens  in  general. 

The  Reformation,  while  yielding  a  slight 
advantage  to  the  Common  Good,  in  a  small 
addition  to  its  revenue  from  annual  rents 
valued  at  £99  Scots,  was,  we  are  afraid,  very 
unprofitable  otherwise,  for  it  was  found  that 
the  funds  and  endowments  which  formerly 
supported  the  ministry  had  been,  for  the  most 
part,  appropriated  by  the  former  beneficiaries, 
or  previously  disposed  of  for  trivial  yearly  feu- 
duties,  so   that   the    Common    Good    became 
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chargeable  for  the  stipends  of  the  ministers  of 
the  new  faith.  Some  idea  of  this  new  obliga- 
tion may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  from 
1592  to  1650  there  was  levied,  by  way  of 
taxation  for  this  purpose  alone,  the  large  sum 
of  £10,865  Scots. 

As  already  mentioned  a  treasurer  was  ap- 
pointed in  1531,  but  the  earliest  burgh  account 
preserved,  apart  from  those  already  referred  to 
as  engrossed  in  the  Council  Register,  is  that 
for  the  year  1559-60.  The  regular  scries  of 
accounts,  however,  do  not  begin  till  1578, 
from  which  time  they  are  almost  complete  to 
date.  The  first  cc  mplcte  rental  of  the  Com- 
mon Good  occurs  under  date  1629.1  These 
accounts,  which  consist  of  mere  statements  of 
charge  and  discharge,  were  kept  by  the  respec- 
tive treasurers,  and  present  great  inequalities 
in  the  care  bestowed  on  them.  The  different 
denominations  or  values  of  money  used, 
pounds  Scots  and  merks2   appearing  together 

1.  See  Appendix  A. 

2.  The  value  of  Scotch  money     as  I-I2th  that  of  sterling  ; 
the  merk  was  value  for  l/lj£. 
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alternately  in  the  same  account,  and  the  fact 
that  only  Roman  numerals  are  used,  tend  to 
make  the  earlier  accounts  very  confused,  and 
arc  the  result  of  many  inaccuracies  in  the  sum- 
mations which  were  never  carried  forward  but 
left  at  the  foot  of  each  page.  Whatever  else  the 
auditors  considered  their.duty,  the  checking  of 
summations  was  not  with  them  a  strong  point. 
We  can  hardly  express  surprise  at  the  inaccu- 
racies of  these  local  accounts  when  we.  know 
that  the  exchequer  rolls  present  the  same 
faults  from  precisely  the  same  causes.1 

The  first  account  extant  in  which  the 
Arabic  numerals  are  used,  and  where  the 
money  values  are  all  expressed  in  the  same 
denomination,  is  that  for  1643-4,  when  George 
Cullen  was  treasurer. 

Into  the  details  of   these  old  accounts,  we 


1.  "At  the  same  time  a  minute  scrutiny  of  the  accounts  as 
we  now  have  them,  will  bring  to  light  a  good  many  errors  of 
summation  which  have  been  overlooked  in  the  audit,  a  fact 
which  need  not  surprise  us,  if  we  consider  how  difficult  and 
cumbersome  the  most  ordinary  calculations  were  before  the 
introduction  of  Arabic  numerals." — Exchequer  Rolls  of  Scot- 
land, vol.  i.,  1788,  p.  xxxix. 
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cannot  now  enter,  although  there  are  many 
items  which  might  call  for  more  than  passing 
notice.  For  example,  in  163 1  we  find  that 
260  merks  were  paid  for  the  redemption  of  an 
annual  feu-duty  of  £\2  Scots,  or  at  the  rate 
of  fourteen-and-a-half  years'  purchase — a  rale 
considerably  lower  than  that  which  is  at  pre- 
sent considered  fair  value,  while  at  the  same 
period  ten  per  cent,  appears  to  have  been  the 
usual  interest  allowed  on  money  borrowed. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury the  Common  Good  properties  and  their 
rentals  might  be  fairly  stated  as  follows  : — 
Feu-duties  of  salmon  fishings  and  common 
lands,  as  settled  in  1551,  yielded  £718  10s.  ; 
the  small  ground  annuals,  including  the  vicar- 
age of  St.  Nicholas,  only  brought  some  ,£52  ; 
nine  mills  within  the  town  and  its  freedom, 
with  multures,  &c,  gave  ^1293  ;  the  bell,  toll, 
and  small  customs,  ;£888  13s.  4d.  ;  and  the 
dues  from  the  mealmarket,  ficshhousc,  mer- 
chant booths,  &c,  made  up  a  total  yearly 
rental  of  £3399  8s.  8d.,  or  £283  5s.  8d.  stg. 
This  sum  is  exclusive,  however,  of  dues  from 
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entering  burgesses  of  Guild,  hire  of  the  mort- 
cloths  and  dues  of  the  secret  seal  which,  from 
their  nature  could  not  be  very  well  stated  in 
the  rental. 

The  fixed  disbursements  include  a  sum  of 
£418  on  account  of  maill  duty  to  the  Crown 
and  several  other  payments  of  a  like  nature, 
ministers'  stipends  absorb  £1678,  while  the 
town  clerk  is  only  credited  with  receiving 
,£14  13s.  4d.  The  masters  of  the  Grammar 
and  Music  schools  got  ,£213  6s.  8d.,  and  the 
treasurer,  for  making  his  compts  and  other 
duties,  received  a  salary  of  £"20,  being  some- 
what under  that  of  the  ruler  of  the  clocks,  who 
had  ,£22  6s.  8d.  The  fee  of  the  town's 
consulter  and  adviser  is  likewise  included  in 
the  list,  and  appears  to  have  taken  the  shape 
of  a  present  of  a  half  chalder  of  coals  valued 
at  ;£io  us.  The  total  of  these  charges 
amount  to  £2387  us.,  leaving  an  apparent 
surplus  for  extraordinary  expenditure  of 
about  ;£iooo  Scots.  These  extraordinary 
charges  are  not  included  in  the  probable  dis- 
charge, for  the  simple  reason  that  they  could 
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not  very  well  be  estimated,  as  the  compiler 
of  the  1629  Rental  clearly  shows.  In  a 
memorandum  the  treasurer  thus  delivers  him- 
self regarding  one  of  these  extra  items  of  ex- 
penditure : — 

"  Item  ye  ar  to  deliuer  in  exchequer  at  the 
making  of  the  tounes  compt,  for  the  exchequer  and 
for  the  wyne  and  spycerie  to  the  lordis  auditors  of 
exchequer  tuantie  pounds  money  les  or  mair  at  the 
discretioun  of  the  maiker  of  the  compt." 

This  may  not  infer  bribery  but  it  is  some- 
thing very  like  it.  On  9th  September,  1638, 
Charles  I.  granted  a  x charter' under  the  Great 
Seal  confirming,  in  most  ample  manner,  the 
ancient  rights,  privileges,  and  Common  Good 
of  the  burgh. 

For  a  long  time  there  is  little  in  the 
accounts  which  calls  for  special  notice.  The 
Civil  War,  during  the  first  half  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  a  serious  outbreak  of  the 
plague  in  1642-4,  involved  the  town  in  a  very 
large  debt,  stated  in  165 1  to  amount  to  the 
sum  of  ,£618,080  Scots.     Government  allowed 

1.  Appendix  B. 
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the  Council  to  retain  the  cess  payable  to 
the  Crown  and  several  other  easments1  were 
granted,  but  it  was  not  until  1678,  when  they 
obtained  a  grant  of  certain  excise  duties,  that 
any  real  diminution  of  the  debt  was  made. 
The  concession  of  the  excise  was  made  "in 
consideration  of  the  sufferings  and  losses  of 
the  Burgh  during  the  Rebellion,"  and  to  be 
leviable  for  eleven  years  from  the  granting 
of  the  charter,  which  is  dated  30th  September, 
1678.  This  grant  was  several  times  renewed, 
and  by  17 12  the  debt  had  been  reduced  to  a 
little  over  ^4 1,000  Scots. 

Year  by  year,  as  the  town  increased,  the 
value  of  the  unfeu^d  property  of  the  Corpora- 
tion rose,  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  increased 
rental,  the  grants  from  the  Crown  of  the 
excise  on  ale,  &c,  and  direct  taxation  on 
the  inhabitants,  new  properties  were  acquired 
and  old  ones  made  more  productive.  The 
introduction  of  springwater  to  the  burgh  in 
1706,  the  erection    of   public    wells,    and    an 

I.   Among  others  a  grant  of  ^"ioo  sterling  from  the 
Bishoprick  of  Ross,  10th  April,  1661. 
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attempt  to  light  the  streets  in  1721,  involved 
the  citizens  in  an  additional  amount  of  debt, 
estimated  at  over  ,£19,000,  but  as  these 
operations  were  strictly  speaking,  outside  the 
scope  of  the  Common  Good,  we  do  not  intend 
to  dwell  on  them  at  present,  further  than,  to 
note  that,  the  transactions  show  that  the 
necessary  money  was  borrowed  on  the 
security  of  the  water  assessment  at  five  per 
cent,  interest,  while  a  few  years  later  part  of  it 
was  obtained  at  four  per  cent. 

The  account  for  the  year.  1758-59  was  the 
last  rendered  in  Scots  money,  all  the  sub- 
sequent accounts  were  made  up  and  rendered 
in  sterling  money,  and  the  true  position  of 
matters  begin  to  be  better  seen  ;  the  charge 
of  the  Common  Good  then  appears  to  have 
been  about  £23 50.  The  number  of  auditors 
still  remained  about  the  same,  as  in  the  old 
accounts,  ten  or  twelve,  and  they  were  chosen 
at  the  preceeding  Michaelmas  to  that  at  which 
the  accounts  were  to  be  rendered.  Their 
docquet  on  the  account  reads  : — 

11  Heard    seen    calculat    and    allowed   by    the 
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auditors  of  the  Town's  Accounts  chosen  at  Michael- 
mas last  and  subscribed  by  them." 

The  treasurer  was  still  in  the  habit  of 
keeping  his  accounts,  but  a  change  appears  to 
have  been  made  about  1770,  whereby  he, 
as  well  as  the  other  officebearers,  had  their 
accounts  kept  for  them  in  the  Town  House. 
The  method  of  accounting  was,  however, 
retained  in  the  old  way  of  a  charge  and 
discharge  for  each  account  ;  and  it  was  not 
till  1 81 2,  on  the  appointment  of  a  chamber- 
lain, that  the  system  of  double  entry  was 
introduced,  and  a  cash  book  used  for  the  first 
time. 

We  now  come  to  consider  what  is  un- 
doubtedly, from  an  accountant's  point  of  view, 
the  most  interesting  part  of  the  history  of  the 
Common  Good,  viz.,  the  circumstances  which 
led  up  to  the  insolvency  of  the  Treasury,  the 
transactions  of  the  trustees,  and  the  subsequent 
establishment  of  the  credit  of  the  Common 
Good. 

Towards  the  close  of  last  century,  the  neces- 
sity arose  for  having  several  new  streets  opened, 
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especially  for  a  new  entry  to  the  city  from 
the  south  and  north,  and  at  first  this  was  pro- 
posed to  be  carried  out  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Police,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  obtained 
in  1795,  for  the  better  paving,  lighting,  cleans- 
ing, and  improving  the  streets,  &c,  of  the  city. 
But  this  was  abandoned,  as  the  powers  under 
that  Act  did  not  warrant  the  Commissioners 
expending  such  a  sum  as  was  deemed  needful, 
besides  the  idea  of  additional  taxation  was,  as 
it  always  is,  "  highly  undesirable."  In  this 
state  of  matters  it  was  resolved  to  apply 
for  a  special  Act  of  Parliament,  and  to  inter- 
pose the  credit  of  the  Common  Good  as 
security  to  the  lenders,  and  this  was  accord- 
ingly done.  An  Act  empowering  the  forma- 
tion of  certain  new  streets  was  passed  in  1800. 
An  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  works  was 
drawn  up,  from  which  it  appeared  that  ,£42,000 
would  see  the  scheme  finished  ;  but  unfortu- 
nately, no  clause  limiting  the  borrowing  powers 
was  inserted  in  the  Act ;  and  in  1816  the  debt 
had  amounted  to  ,£171,279  15s.  7d.,  compris- 
ing £6,404  os.  5d.  for  preliminary  expenses 
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and  cost  of  Act,  £73,163  4s.  5d.  purchase  price 
of  houses  and  ground,  and  £34,422  is.  1  id. 
for  formation  of  the  new  streets.  The  treasurer 
had,  however,  for  some  years  been  falling 
back,  and  at  the  above  date  he  was  due 
,£57,290  8s.  iod.  in  respect  of  accumulated 
interest  unpaid. 

In  1 817  the  demands  on  the  treasurer  be- 
came so  pressing  that  he  had  to  suspend 
payment,  and  the  Provost,  at  a  meeting  held 
on  8th  February,  submitted  a  statement  of 
the  position  of  matters.  As  may  be  imagined, 
feeling  ran  high  on  how  the  treasury  affairs 
were  to  be  managed  so  as  to  pay  the  creditors 
the  full  interest  at  five  per  cent.,  and  at  the 
same  time  provide  a  sinking  fund  to  clear  off 
the  burden  of  debt.  Dean  of  Guild  Read,  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  of  the  Council  (13th  Feb- 
ruary), submitted  three  different  schemes, 
whereby  the  desirable  end  might  be  attained, 
although  he  was  only  prepared  to  support 
the  last  of  the  three.  The  first  method  was 
to  raise  sufficient  money  at  once  by  disposal  of 
the  unfeucd  ground  by  means  of  a  lottery,  so 
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as  to  reduce  the  debt  within  such  compass  as 
the  known  receipts  from  the  Common  Good 
and  new  streets  could  cope  with  the  annual 
interest.  This,  and  the  idea  of  a  joint-stock 
company  for  taking  over  the  unfeued  stances, 
were  both  abandoned  in  favour  of  an  assess- 
ment, which  was  to  be  at  the  rate  of  is.  6l/2d. 
leviable  on  every  £100  Scots  of  value,  and  on 
every  £100  sterling  of  merchant  trade.  By 
continuing  such  an  assessment  till  i860,  the 
Dean  was  confident  that,  not  only  would  the 
full  interest  be  paid,  but  the  debt  wholly 
extinguished,  and  any  surplus  at  the  above  date 
was  then  to  be  distributed  among  several  of 
the  charitable  institutions  in  the  city.  This 
scheme  received  the  approbation  of  Professor 
Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Marischal  College,  with  the 
exception  of  that  portion  dealing  with  the 
surplus,  which  he  was  careful  to  say  was  a 
thing  not  to  be  reckoned  on  forty  years  before- 
hand.1 

1.  "  One  part  of  the  scheme  may  be  viewed  with  some 
diffidence — the  bonus  expected  from  the  surplus  profits,  after 
the  expiry  of  forty-three  years,  and  proposed  to  be  applied  to 
different  purposes.     This  diffidence  arises,  not  from  anything 
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This  scheme  of  the  Dean's,  though  it  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Council,  was  not 
approved  of  by  the  general  body  of  the 
citizens,  and  so,  by  deed  dated  3rd  March,  1817, 
the  whole  Common  Good,  together  with  the 
new  street  property,  was  conveyed  to  twenty- 
one  persons  as  trustees  for  the  treasurer's 
creditors.  The  yearly  deficit,  after  allowing 
interest  at  five  per  cent.,  was  stated  to  amount 
to  ^1553,  and  this  after  allowing  certain 
sums  to  be  retained  in  the  Council's  hands  for 
carrying  on  the  absolutely  necessary  part  of 
the  municipal  government.  The  Trust  was 
formed  for  five  years,  but  power  was  taken 
that,  if  at  the  close  of  four  years  there  was 
no  prospect  of  winding  it  up,  the  trust  was  to 
be  conti*|ned,  and  this  was  done  in  1 821  for  a 
further  period  of  seven  years.  Into  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Trust  we  do  not  propose  to  enter 
further  than  to  present  the  idea  of  a  sinking 
fund  which  the  trustees    formulated  in    1 820. 

that  appears  unsound  in  the  plan  at  present,  but  from  the 
mutability  of  human  affairs,  and  the  uncertainty  which  thence 
attends  the  ultimate  success  of  any  plan  where  the  issue  is 
deferred  to  so  distant  a  period." — Council  Register,  lxx.  p.  107. 
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This  was  previous  to  the  renewal  of  the 
Trust  in  the  following  year,  and  the  trustees 
were  anxious  to  find  means  to  bring  their 
labours  to  a  close  within  the  first  period  of 
five  years  assigned  them,  more  especially  as, 
by  a  valuation  which  they  had  caused  to  be 
made,  the  apparent  free  stock  of  the  Treasury 
amounted  to  £17,096.  At  this  time  the  total 
debt  amounted  to  ,£236,973  19s.  1  id.,  of 
which  there  had  been  borrowed  from  the 
various  funds  under  the  administration  of  the 
Council  ,£69,499  9s.  4d.,  the  balance  being 
borrowed  from  five  hundred  and  seventy 
individual  creditors.  The  method  of  working 
the  sinking  fund  depended  largely  on  the  hold- 
ings of  the  respective  creditors,  the  whole  of 
whom  were  to  receive  four  per  cent,  instead  of 
five,and  the  surplus  revenue, with  the  additional 
revenue  arising  from  the  feu  or  sale  of  the 
unproductive  ground,  was  to  be  applied  for 
the  redemption  of  the  debt  at  the  following 
rates  of  discount: — Debts  up  to  .£20,  10  per 
cent. ;  above  £"20  and  not  exceeding  £"30, 
9  per  cent. ;  above  £"30  and  under  £40,  8  per 
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cent.  ;  from  £<\o  to  ^50,  7  per  cent.  ;  ^50  to 
£70,  6  per  cent.  ;  £70  to  £go}  5  per  cent.  ; 
£90  to  ;£ioo,  4  per  cent.  ;  and  all  debts  above 
p£ioo  to  be  redeemed  at  2J/2  per  cent,  discount. 
This  scheme  does  not  appear  to  have  ever 
taken  effect  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
unfeucd  ground  began  to  be  taken  up,  and 
in  1825  the  revenue  had  increased  to  such 
an  extent  as  warranted  the  Trust  being 
brought  to  an  end.  Accordingly  on  27th 
September,  the  trustees  re-conveyed  to  the 
treasurer  the  whole  of  the  Common  Good, 
together  with  the  new  street  property,  and  thus 
after  an  interregnum  of  eight  years,  the  affairs 
of  the  treasury  came  to  be  again  managed  by 
the  proper  authorities.  Two  circumstances  arc 
worthy  of  note  as  the  principal  causes  of  effect- 
ing so  speedy  a  reversion,  viz.,  that  almost  th( 
whole  money  was  re-borrowed  by  the  treasure 
at  four  per  cent,  interest,  being  a  saving  of  on« 
per  cent,  and  that  the  Common  Good  revenue 
chiefly  by  the  result  of  the  improvements,  hai 
risen  from  £1717  in  1798  to  £3986  in  iSll 
representing  an  increase  of  about  132  per  cen 
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In  a  report  by  the  Trustees  shortly  after 
they  took  over  the  town's  affairs  they  stated 
the  loss  on  the  formation  of  the  two  streets, 
after  estimating  the  probable  revenue  from 
the  unfeued  ground,  and  calculating  the  re- 
turns at  twenty  years'  purchase,  at  ,£81,212, 
but  the  subsequent  prices  realised  for  feus 
and  an  increased  valuation  of  the  feu-duties 
at  twenty-two  and  a-half  years'  purchase 
would  reduce  this  sum  most  considerably, 
indeed,  looking  back  from  the  present  day  the 
improvements  were,  if  the  subsequent  pro- 
sperity and  growth  of  the  town  be  considered, 
by  far  the  best  speculation  that  the  Common 
Good  ever  undertook. 

One  result  of  the  temporary  insolvency 
was  the  commencement  of  the  printing  of  the 
accounts — the  first  account  being  that  for  the 
two  years  from  Michaelmas  18 17  to  Michael- 
mas 1 819,  and  through  many  shapes  and 
forms  this  custom  has  been  continued  without 
interruption.  Previous  to  1819,  all  that  was 
ever  heard  of  the   accounts    was  the  baldest 

till 

of  abstracts  prepared  and  read  at  the  Michael- 
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mas  head  court  :  and  even  that,  according  to 
the  chamberlain's  evidence  before  a  Parlia- 
mentary commission,  "  never  did  exhibit  and 
never  were  really  intended  to  exhibit  a 
statement  of  the  money  affairs  of  the  town." 
A  local  ballad,  written  about  1S17,  makes 
some  capital  out  of  these  auld  abstracts  and 
what  they  were  intended  to  cover. 

11  They  're  cracking  now,  o'  statements  true, 
O'  reading,  'counts,  an'  a'  that ; 
It 's  naething,  like  our  auld  abstracts, 
By  whilk  we  happit  a'  that, 
An'  a'  that,  an'  a'  that, 
The  Town's  accounts,  an  a'  that, 
Our  Baillies  keepit  wi'  themsel', 
For  paper,  pens,  an'  a'  that." 

Among  the  many  2 inquiries  which  the 
chamberlain  was  ordered  to  make  at  his  court 
or  ayr,  was  the  following — 

11  Also,  gif  there  be  a  just  assedation  and  up 
taking  of  the  common  gude  of  the  burgh,  and  gi 

1.  " John's  Lament"— A  Garland  of  Bonaccord,  1886. 

2.  "Ancient  Laws  and  Customs  of  the  Burghs  of  Scotland, 
1868,  p.  120. 
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a  faithful  compt  of  the  saime  be  made  to  the 
comunity  of  the  burgh.  And  gif  it  be  not  sa,  be 
whom,  and  in  whais  hands  the  produce  hes  come, 
and  gif  the  common  glide  is  bestowed  in  the 
busines  of  the  community." 

We  are  afraid  that  to  this  enquiry  com- 
plaints must  have  often  been  made  by  the  more 
independent  craftsmen,  if  not  by  members 
of  the  Guild. 

After  the  Council  resumed  possession  of 
the  Common  Good  in  1825,  the  progress  made 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  debt  was  rapid, 
and  by  1842  it  was  reduced  to  £170,000;  but 
by  new  valuations  the  free  or  surplus  stock 
was  found  to  be  worth  about  £63,000,  and  by 
1866  the  surplus  stock  had  increased  to 
-£985875.  As  already  mentioned,  the  Common 
Good  was  indebted  to  the  various  charitable 
funds  under  its  management  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  money  it  had  on  loan,  and  in 
1868  a  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  for 
the  better  security  of  these  funds,  the  principal 
sums  should  be  repaid  by  assigning  feudutics 
to  them  at  25  years'  purchase,  and  so  in  that 
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year  an  Act  of  Parliament1  was  obtained 
sanctioning  the  assignment  of  feuduties  to  the 
annual  amount  of  ^"3663  17s.  S^d.,  and 
representing  a  reduction  of  debt  to  the  extent 
of;£9i>597  2s.  1  id. 

In  1857  the  accounts  were  for  the  first 
time  audited  by  a  professional  auditor. 

In  1877  the  progress  of  the  Common  Good 
received  a  severe  check  from  an  action  raised 
by  the  University,  in  which  they  obtained  a 
reduction  of  the  feuing  of  the  reserved'  lands 
of  Torry,  sold  by  way  of  feu  to  the  treasurer 
by  the  master  of  mortifications  in  1797,  for 
an  annual  payment  of  ^50.  About  the 
middle  of  last  century  the  half  barony  of 
Torry  was  acquired  on  behalf  of  2six 
mortifications,  in  three  of  which  the  University 
were  the  beneficiaries.     When  the  half  barony 

1  Aberdeen  Town  Council  Act  1868. 

2  Dr.  Duncan  Liddel  for  Professor  of  Mathematics,  &C.  27  per  cent. 
James  Cargill  to  Bursars,         ....  10 

Patrick  Copland  to  Professor  of  Divinity,        .  12 

Provost  Alex.  Jaffray  for  Ministers'  Stipends    .  13 

Sir  Thomas  Crombie,  ,,  .  16 \ 

Dr.  William  Guild  to  Orphans,       .         .         .  21  \ 
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was  feucd  out,  a  portion  was  reserved  with  a 
view  of  improving  the  harbour,  and  the 
treasurer,  as  already  mentioned,  became 
purchaser  for  payment  of  the  annual  feu-duty, 
but  the  Court  of  Session  held  that,  as  the  town 
were  in  the  position  of  trustees,  it  was 
incompetent  for  them  to  feu  the  land  to 
themselves.  Besides  the  costs  of  the  action, 
which  amounted  to  over  ^2000,  there  was  paid 
in  full  of  all  arrears  of  rents,  ^3856,  and  the 
sum  of  ^11,103  had  to  be  deducted  from  the 
stock  account,  as  representing  the  value  of  the 
salmon  fishings  at  the  Bay  of  Nigg  and  lands 
at  Torry.  This  action  alone  therefore  re- 
presented a  total  loss  of  ^17,000,  but  it  has  to 
be  noted  that  this  has  already  almost  been 
made  up. 

Besides  the  general  revenue  already  re- 
ferred to,  there  are  one  or  two  items  about 
which  a  word  might  be  said.  The  right  of 
ferrying  on  the  river  Dee  was  one  which  had 
most  probably  been  enjoyed  for  a  long  time 
prior  to  the  definite  grant  in  the  novodamus 
charter  obtained  from  James  VI.  in  1617.     As 
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a  means  of  revenue,  however,  the  ferry  occurs 
for  the  first  time  in  1680,  from  which  date  it 
has  appeared  in  the  accounts,  with  the 
exception  of  two  l breaks,  extending  in  the 
aggregate  to  a  period  of  fifty  years. 

The  Bell,  Toll  and  Small  Customs  appear 
among  the  very  earliest  sources  of  the 
Common  Good  revenue,  and  we  find  the 
Council  from  time  to  time  fixing  the  rates  and 
issuing  tables  of  the  goods  upon  which  custom 
shall  be  payable  on  entry  to  the  city  from 
landward  districts.  Latterly  the  collection  of 
the  dues  gave  rise  to  much  feeling  throughout 
the  various  burghs,  and  an  Act  was  passed  in 
-1870  permitting  town  councils  to  levy  a  rate 
in  lieu  of  the  Customs.  On  1st  September, 
1879,  the  Council  agreed  to  take  advantage  of 
the  Act  of  1870,  and  from  a  statement  of  the 
revenue,  submitted  by  the  city  chamberlain,  the 
annual   sum  to  be   raised   by  assessment,    in 

1.  The  town's  ferry  does  not  appear  to  have  been  worked 
from  17 18  to  1755,  and  from  1799  to  181 2,  the  service  being 
supplied  by  the  over  ferry,  belonging  to  the  two  proprietors  of 
the  barony  of  Torry. 

2.  33  and  34  Vict.,  Cap.  42. 
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compensation  for  the  abolition  of  the  old  dues, 
was  fixed  at  £882  ns.  The  Weighhouse, 
which  had  outlived  its  purpose,  was,  two  years 
later,  feued  by  the  Harbour  Commissioners  for 
their  new  offices,  and  .  the  small  rent  now 
receivable  for  the  right  of  collecting  the  stand 
dues  in  Castle  Street  and  the  public  stilliards 
is  all  that  represents  this  ancient  burgh 
property  in  its  original  condition. 

The  entry  dues  of  burgesses  of  guild  and 
of  the  respective  Crafts  were  in  ancient  times 
entirely  devoted  to  Common  Good  purposes, 
the  former  under  *Act  of  Parliament,  which 
directed  that  the  profits  of  making  burgesses 
should  be  put  to  the  Common  Good  of  the 
burgh.  The  rates  of  admission  in  both  cases 
varied  considerably,  but  the  Council  exercised 
the  sole  right  of  fixing  the  amount  of  the 
composition  for  admission  to  the  freedom  of 
both  guild  and  craft,  the  rates  in  the  former 
case  varied  from  13s.  4d.  Scots  to  £50  sterling. 
In  the  latter  class,  the  dues  payable  to  the 
respective  trades  are  exigible  in  addition  to  the 

I.  Acts  of  Parliament,  1 503,  vol.  ii.,  p.  345. 
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town's  dues.     In  the  case   of  the  Guildry,  by 
far  the  greater  portion  of  the  composition  was 
devoted  to  the  relief  of  decayed  brethren,  their 
wives,  and  families,  and   the   remainder  only 
devoted   to  the  common  affairs  of  the  burgh. 
At  the  present  time,  the  Common  Good  funds 
benefit  to  the  extent  of  £5   by  each  entrant 
burgess    of    guild,    and     ,£1     is.    from     each 
craftsman.      In     close    connection     with    the 
entering  of  burgesses  of  guild,  there  are  two 
other  funds  which  were  the   cause   of  bitter 
contention    between    the     Council    and    the 
Guildry    for  several  years.     The  Guild  wine 
fund  and  the  arms  money  have  been  treated 
as  part  of  the  Common  Good,  while  much  has 
been  written  to  disapprove  this,  and  to  show 
that  the  revenue  derivable  from  them  ought  to 
be   applied   solely  to  Guildry  purposes.     On 
the   admission    of  a  burgess  to  the    freedom 
of  the  Guild,  it  appears  that,  according  to  the 
"  aid  and  louable  consuetude,"  he  provided  an 
entertainment  to  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  time  being.     An    2Act  of  Council  was 

1.   Council  Register,  vol.  xxxi.,  p.  61. 
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passed,  however,  on  23rd  January,  1582-3 
which  ordained  that  "  Ye  gild  wyne  of  all  sic 
personis  yat  sal  happen  to  be  maid  frie  burges 
of  gild  of  yis  burt  in  tyme  cuming  to  be 
convertit  in  silver  and  na  drinking  of  gild 
wyne  frae  yis  to  be,  bot  ye  soumc  of  four 
poundis  to  be  takin  of  ilk  persone  maid  burges 
of  gild."  The  destination  of  this  money  was 
fixed  by  the  same  act,  and  is  to  the  effect  that 
it  was  "  to  be  convertit  and  applyit  to  ye  com- 
mon weill  of  yis  burt,  mending,  reforming  and 
repairing  of  ye  common  decayed  warkis  yrof." 
The  composition  was  raised  in  1\6i2  to  ten 
merks,  and  was  ultimately  fixed  in  18 14  at  £2 
sterling.  A  capital  sum  was  soon  raised  from 
the  "  Banquet  Siluer,"  and  the  lands  of 
Shettocksley  acquired  by  means  of  it.  This 
property  was  ultimately  disposed  of  in  1702 
for  the  sum  of  ,£7466  3s,  4d.  Scots.  When  the 
Council,  in  17 10,  acquired  part  of  the  lands  of 
Skene  the  guild  wine  contributed  £18,966 
1 8s.  Scots  of  the  purchase  money,  and  from 
this  source  the  revenue  of  the  fund  is  presently 

I.  Council  Register,  vol.  xlv.,  p.  786. 
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drawn,  amounting  last  year  (1886-7)  to  th< 
sum  of  ^365  us.  5d.  and  representing  three 
tenths  of  the  value  of  the  lands,  or  ^12,24* 
19s.  4d. 

The  arms  money  had  a  somewhat  simila 
origin  to  that  of  the  guild  wine.  Tru 
burgesses  and  craftsmen,  on  their  admission 
took  the  oath  to  "  Scot,  lot,  watch,  wake,  an< 
ward  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  burgh,"  an< 
•  as  the  obligation  thus  undertaken  was  no  mer 
form  of  words  only,  but  at  times  a  serious  an< 
difficult  duty,  entrants  were  required  to  appea 
for  admission  with  sword  and  "muskat"  o 
pike,  and  to  declare  that  the  articles  wer< 
their  own  property.  Latterly  the  custon 
appears  to  have  been  that  the  entrants  mad< 
a  gift  of  some  warlike  weapon  to  the  town' 
armoury,  for  about  1630  we  find  man; 
burgesses  presenting  muskets  and  pikes.  Ii 
1 64 1  this  part  of  the  composition  was  valuec 
at  £1  1  os.  Scots,  and  by  an  act  of  Counci! 
9th  November,  1676,  it  was  ordained  that  eacl 
entrant  should  pay  a  sum  of  money,  viz.  :— 
a  guild  burgess,  ten  merks  ;  a  tradesman,  thre 
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pounds  Scots  in  lieu  of  the  arms,  if  he  pre- 
ferred paying  the  money  to  producing  the 
arms.  The  composition  was  increased  from 
time  to  time  until  a  capital  sum  of  .£500 
has  been  accumulated,  the  revenue  being  at 
one  time  employed  in  keeping  serviceable 
some  hundreds  of  muskets  which  formed  the 
town's  armoury. 

The  need  for  keeping  up  such  a  civic  institu- 
tion has  passed  away ;  the  muskets  have  long 
since  become  unserviceable,  and  the  revenue 
of  the  arms  money  fund  is  now  entirely 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Common  Good. 
The  composition  of  five  pounds  received  from 
each  entrant  burgess  includes  the  sums 
formerly  assessed  for  guild  wine  and  arms 
money,  and  is  now  treated  wholly  as  revenue. 
In  the  account  of  the  Common  Good  for  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1887,  the  gross 
revenue  was  ^9870  ;  and  the  expenditure, 
both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  amounted 
to  £9434,  leaving  a  surplus  for  the  year  of 
£436.  The  value  of  the  stock  at  the  same 
period  was  £201,406  ;  and  the  debts  and  obli- 
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gations  amounted  to  £102,324,  leaving  the 
value  of  the  surplus  Common  Good  Stock  at 
£99,172,  and  this  exclusive  of  the  value  of  the 
municipal  buildings,  the  public  parks,  the  links, 
and  a  reversionary  interest  in  the  harbour,  and 
right  of  quarrying  in  certain  of  the  freedom 
lands. 

The  usefulness  of  having  such  a  fund  as 
the  Common  Good  in  a  large  city,  such  as 
ours,  is  best  illustrated  in  enumerating,  some 
of  the  benefits  which  it  has  conferred,  or  been 
the  means  of  procuring  during  recent  years. 
It  is  through  the  interposing  of  the  credit  of 
the  Common  Good  that  the  citizens  are  in- 
debted for  the  Victoria  Bridge,  built  at  a  cost 
of  ,£26,000,  while  from  its  resources  the  cost  of 
the  following  works  have  been  defrayed,  viz., 
the  New  Grammar  School,  to  the  extent  of 
,£13,000;  two  public  recreation  grounds — the 
Victoria  Park  and  tne  Union  Terrace  Gardens  ; 
and  the  new  St.  Nicholas  Spire,  built  at  a  cost 
of  over  £8,000. 

It  has,  likewise,  borne  the  cost  of  uphold- 
ing the  honour  and  hospitality  of  our  ancient 
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city  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Social 
Science  Congress,  the  British  Association,  the 
Trades  Congress,  and  their  Royal  Highnesses 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  besides 
a  host  of  other  charges  which  would  with  diffi- 
culty have  been  defrayed  from  other  sources. 

Since  1880  the  Council  have,  through 
means  of  the  Common  Good,  spent  large  sums 
in  the  purchase  of  ground  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  town,  and  laid  it  out  for  feuing 
purposes,  such  as  at  Esslemont  Avenue,  West- 
field,  and  Ferryhill  ;  and  from  the  progress 
already  made  in  the  feuing  of  these  lands, 
it  is  believed  that  the  Common  Good  will  yet 
be  greatly  benefited. 

Such  is  a  brief,  though  necessarily  imper- 
fect, sketch  of  the  rise,  progress,  and  present 
position  of  the  ancient  patrimony  of  the  burgh, 
more  generally  known  as  its  Common  Good. 
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APPENDIX   A. 


Rentall  of  the  Burghe  of  Aberdene  maid  at  Martin- 
mas 1629  Robert  Skeyne  thesaurar  of  the  said 
burghe  for  the  tyme. 

Fcwmaillis  of  the  salmond  fisheingis  haldin  few  of 
the  said  town 

Water  of  Dee. 
Raick  and  Stellis 

Inprimis  allevin  halffnettis  salmound  fisheing  of 
the  Raik  and  Stellis  on  the  watter  of  Dee. 
Ilk  halfnett  payis  yeirlie  aucht  pundis  thrie 
s.  two  d.  is  in  all         fourscoir  nyne  pundis 

The  present  fewares  and  possessoris  of  the  saidis 
elevin  halffnettis  —  Gilbert  Colinsone, 
George  Cullan,  Robert  Ramsay,  Mr.  Vedast 
Lowsone,  George  moresone,  Mr.  alexr. 
JafTray,  alexr.  Cruickshank,  Mr.  John 
Kempt,  George  Rikard,  Robert  alexander, 
Johne  lowsoune. 
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Midchengill 

Item  Tuelff  halffnettis   of  the   midchengill  ilk 

half  nett  payis  yeirlie  sex  pundis  fyefteine  s. 

ten  d.  quhilk  in  all  extendis  to  the  soume  of 

fourscoirane  pundis  ten  s. 

Fewares  of  the  saidis  Tuelff  halffnettis — Mr. 
Thomas  Gray,  Mr.  Williame  andersone, 
Thomas  Chalmer,  Robert  Cruickshank, 
James  Leslie,  Robert  leslie,  Walter  Robert- 
sone,  merchant,  Andro  meldrum,  baillie, 
David  Rikard,  Robert  Alexr,  Mathow 
Donaldsone,  Thomas  Gray. 

Pott 

Item  Tuelff  halffnettis  of  the  Pott  ilk  halffnett 
peyis  yeirlie  four  pundis  ane  s.  aucht  d.  qlk 
extendis  in  all  to        -     fourtie  nyne  pundis 

Possessors  of  the  saidis  Tuelff  halffnettis — Mr. 
David  andersone,  Mathow  andersone,  Alexr 
Stewart  lyes  in  Nonentrie,  Robert  Alexr., 
James  Rolland,  Johne  Ray  sone  to  vmqll 
James  Ray,  Duncane  Donaldsone,  George 
andersone,  Dauid  Jaffray,  Williame  Rolland, 
Andro  Meldrum,  baillie,  Mr.  Robert  farqr. 

Foordis 

Item  fyiftene  halffnettis  of  the  foordis  ilk  half- 
nett  peyis  yeirly  threttie  thrie  shillings 
sex  d.  qlk  extendis  in  all  to  the  soume 
of  tuantie  fyve  lib.  ijs.  vid. 

Possessoris  of  the  saidis  fyifteine  halffnettis — Wil- 
liame Gray,  baillie,  George  Cullan,  Thomas 
Cargill,    Alexr.     Donaldsone,    Johne    lich- 
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tounc,  Patrik  findlay,  henrie  Dwn,  Mr.  henrie 
buchane,  William  gordoun,  George  ander- 
sone,  eldar,  Williame  Ingrahame,  John 
Wallace,  tuo  halffnettis  in  lyfrent  ane  qrof 
belongis  to  George  Stewart  and  the  wther 
to  Alexr  Donaldsone,  Mathow  Donaldsone, 
Alexr.  andersone,  Eldar. 

Done 

Item  Sex  halffnettis  of  the  Kingis  Cavill  of 
Nather  Done  ilk  halffnet  peyis  yeirlie  nyne 
pundis  sexteine  s.  qlk  in  all  extendis  to  the 
soume  of     -      fyftie  aucht  pundis  sextan  s. 

Possessoris  of  the  said  fisheing — Alexr  Ruther- 
furd,  Thomas  Mengzeis,  Johne  Irwing  of 
Kincowsie,  Patrik  leslie,  two  halffnettis,  ane 
qrof  belongis  to  him  selff  and  the  wther  to 
his  sone  Patrik  leslie  yor.,  Patrik  Duvye. 

Cruiffis 

Item  Thrie  sext  pairtes  of  the  Cruiffis  ilk  sext 
pairt  peyis  yeirlie  four  pundis  thrie  s.  four 
d.  quhilk  extendis  in  all  to  tuelff  pundis  x  s. 

Possessoris  of  the  saidis  thrie  sext  pairtis — 
Williame  forbes  yor.,  Mr.  Alexr  Kempt, 
Williame  Patrie. 

Item  Four  aucht  pairtis  of  the  Cruiffis  ilk  aucht 
pairt  payis  yeirlie  thrie  pundis  two  s.  sex  d. 
extending  in  all  to       -         tuelff  pundis  x  s. 

Possessoris  of  the  saidis  four  aucht  pairtis — 
George  Johnstoune  yor.,  Alexander  henrie 
and  Alexr  gray,  Mr.  henrie  Buchane,  Alexr 
setone,  son  to  the  Laird  of  Wdnye. 
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Summa  of  the  few  maillis  of  the  haill  salmound 
fisheingis  both  of  Dee  and  Done  Extendis 
yeirly  to  the  soume  of  Thrie  hundreth  tuantie 
nyne  pundis  thrie  shillingis  four  d. 

Fewmaillis  of  the  tounes  commoun  Landis. 

Schethokisley  Andro  burnet  fewar  payis  yearlie 

liij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 

Counteswallis  Gairdyn  and  Brotherfield  Johne 

Leyth  fewar  yrof  payis  yeirlie  xl  lib. 

Rubislaw.    George  Johnstoun   yor   tenent   to 

the  toun  payis  yeirly  -         -         xx  lib. 

Bogfairlay  James  Cruikshank,  fewar 

xliiij  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

Kingiswallis  Mr.  Alexander  JafTray,  fewar 

xxvj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

Hassilheid  Mr.  John  Mortimer,  fewar 

xiij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 

Frosterhill  Gilbert  Johnstone,  fewar         -        xx  lib. 

Keppilhill  Duncan  Wilsone,  fewar  -         xl  lib. 

Tulloche  Johne  Gordoune  Crabstoun  fewar    iiij  lib. 

Overboddum  Walter  robertstone,  fewar 

xiij  lib.  vjs.  viijd 

Clerkseat  Patrick  leslie  fewar      -         -         -         xls. 

Futyesmyir  Mr.  John  Kempt  fewar     -         -        xls. 

Calsieseat  Mr.  William  Moir  fewar      -         -    vj  lib. 
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Dubcastell  James  leslie  fevvar  xl 

Gilbert  Maynes  Rig  in  futtie  xl 

Cummyngstounes  seat   Mr.   Thos   Gray  and 

Alex  henrie  feuares  xl 

Gallowhelis  Mr.  Alexr  Irwing  fewar      -     xxvis  viijc 

Southfield   the   airis  of  vmq11   Thos    murray 

fewaris  - xx  lib 

Northfield  James  gordoun  fewar  yrof  -  xxx  lil 

Cruiffis    Alexander    henrie    and    alexr    gray 

fewares  -        -        -  •  -     xl  lit 

Ardlar  George  gordoune  of  Terpersie  fewar 

vj  lib.  xiijs  iiijc 

Summa  of  the  fewmaillis  of  the  tounes  com- 
moune  Landis  Extendis  yeirlie  to  the 
soume  of  [.£389  6s.  8d. 

The  Townes  commoun  mylnes  viz — the  thrie  mylne 
within  the  Toune  callit  the  over  myd  am 
nather  mylnes,  the  twa  shoir  mylnes  and  th 
twa  justice  mylnes  set  to  andro  birnye  fo 
thrie  yeiris  fra  Witsonday  1628  for  peymen 
of  the  soume  of  Sewinteine  hundretl 
merkis  at  martimes  and  Witsonday  b 
equall  portiounes  conforme  to  the  act  c 
Rowping  yrof  of  the  dait  ye  day  of 
Begyun  and  the  first  yeris  terme  of  th 
secund  yeiris  peyment  at  martimes  1629. 

The   new  mylne    on   Bukisburne   with  the   mylm 
landis   multures   and  suckin   set  to  andr< 
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burnct  of  Schethokisley  for  the  spaice  of 
nyne  yeiris  fra  Witsonday  furth  1626  for 
yeirlie  peyment  of  ane  hundreth  merkis 
at  Witsonday  and  Martimes  in  wynter  be 
equall  portiounes  Conforme  to  his  set 
regisrat  in  the  regr  of  the  mylnes 

lxvi  lib.  13s.  4d. 

The  new  mylne  on  the  Denburne  with  the  mylne 
croft  and  halff  of  the  multures  and  knaif- 
shippis  of  the  fredome  set  to  Andro  burnet 
of  Schethokisley  for  the  spaice  of  sewin 
yeiris  fra  Witsonday  1623  for  yeirlie  pey- 
ment of  Ane  hundreth  merkis.  The  first 
termes  peyment  begynnand  at  Martimes 
1623        -         -         -         Ixvj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

The  multures  of  Counteswallis  Gairdyn  and  Broyer- 
field  set  to  John  leyth  fewar  yrof  for  the 
spaice  of  Sewin  yeris  fra  Witsonday  1623 
for  yeirlie  peyment  of  fourtie  merkis  the  first 
termes  peyment  begynnand  at  Martimes 
1623        -         -         -        xxvj  lib.  xijs.  iiijd. 

The  Tounes  new  foirhous  aboue  the  meill  me'rcat 
occupiet  be  Eduard  Raban  prynter  pcyis 
yeirlie  fourtie  pundis  quhilk  is  assignit  in 
pensioun  to  the  said  Edward    -  xl  lib. 

The  yard  sometyme  occupiet  be  andro  Kaneauch 
wnder  the  Castlehill  set  to  williame  fraser 
gardner  during  his  lyftyme  fra  Witsonday 
1621  for  yeirlie  peyment  of  ten  merkis  at 
Martimes  and  Witsonday  be  equall  por- 
tiounes Begynnand  the  first  terme  at 
Martimes  1621  -         -     vjlib  xiijs  iiijd. 
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Memorandum  the  Landis  of  Caprastoune  ar 
mortifiet  to  the  brig  of  Dee  and  the  maister 
of  wark  of  the  said  brig  wptakis  and  resanis 
the  maillis  thairof  frome  Patrick  moir  pnt. 
occupiar  of  the  same  who  peyis  yeirlie  to 
the  tounes  thesr  the  Bishopis  fewmaill  of 
the  said  Landis  qlk  is  -      iij  lib.  xs.  viijd. 

Togidder  with  the  teynd  viccarage  siluer  to  the 
kingisweles       -         -  liijs.  iiijd 

Small  fewmaillis  and  annuallis  within  the 

TOWNE 

Imprimis  ane  fewmaill  of  Tuantie  pundis  to  be 
wplifted  yeirlie  furth  of  the  Inland  and  yard 
sometyme  perteining  to  Alexr.  andersone 
wreht  and  now  to  Johne  Dufflyand  on  the 
northsyd  of  the  Castellgett  whairof  Jeallis, 
garvak  now  spous  to  James  Castell  wobstei 
is  lyfrentar xx  lib) 

The  land  of  Mr  Williame  andersone  in  the 
scuilhel  ....  iiij  ijt 

The  landis  of  Patrik  walker  and  Robert  Ray  [fooi:: 
of  Broad  gett] xxxs 

The  sex  buithes  befoir  the  gray  frier  kirk  whairo 
twa  perteinis  to  James  rolson,  goldsmith 
and  peyis  four  s.  yerlie  and  the  wther  fou 
perteinis  to  Johne  arclay  cordoner  Mr 
Alexr.  paip  Gilbert  leslie  and  Gilber 
Johnstoun  violar  and  peyis  ilk  ane  of  tham< 
thrie  s.  yerlie  is  xvjs 
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The  land  of  Mr.  alexr  Kempt  in  the  wastend 

of  the  castellgett  xs. 

The    land    of   vmqll    Charles    Dun    in    the 

greyne vjs.  viijd. 

The  land  of  Robert  paull  yr  callit  the  Gokhall 

[in  the  Green]  -  vs. 

The  land  of  alexr  cockie  in  the  greyne  -       ijs. 

The  land  of  Gilbert  Still  in  the  scuilhill  -       vs. 

The  land  of  George  Jamesone  yr  [part  of  the 

painter's  property  in  Schoolhill]         -      iijs. 

The  land  of  Thomas  Strathauthin  yr  [Schoolhill]  ijs. 

The   land   of  vmqll  Johne   Short  wndir  the 

castellhill  -         -  -         -      ijs. 

The  land  of  Alexr  Mylne  outweth  futtyes  port      ijs. 

The   land   of  Wa.    Ingrahame    outweth   the 

justice  port       ----*-     iijs. 

The  southsyd  of  the  Castellhill  belonging  to 

the  said  Wa.    -         -         -  xxvjs.  viijd. 

The  land  of  Wa.  Moir  [outside  the  Justice  port]     ijs. 

The  land  of  Wa.  hoggis  in  the  greyne     -         -      ijs. 

The  land  of  Robert  alexr  in  the  scuilhill         -       js. 

The  land  of  Rehard  Irving  at  the  gallogett 

port vjs.  viijd. 

The  land  of  Johne  Nicolsone  in  futtye  -         -      ijs. 

The  land  of  George  andersone  at  the  kirkstyill       vs 
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Row  pit  Tack  is. 

The  Bell  custome  set  up  the  xxv  day  of  Sepr  1628 
for  the  spaice  of  thrie  yeiris  thireftir  to  James 
birny  wobster  for  peyment  of  the  soume  of 
fyve  hundreth  and  fourteinc  pundis  yeirlie 
at  Candlemus  and  Lambes  be  equall 
portiounes.  The  first  termes  peyment 
begyunand  at  Candlemes. 

The  Toll  Custume  set  to  Thomas  Clerk  wobster 
for  the  spaice  of  Tua  yeris  fra  Witsonday 

1629  for  yeirlie  peyment  of  Tua  hundreth 
fyftie  pundis  thretteine  s.  iiijd  at  Martimes 
and  Witsonday  be  equall  portiounes.  Mr. 
Andro  Clerk  alexr  weyniss  and  andro 
harper  catiouners. 

The  Small  Custumes  set  to  Thomas  donaldson  fra 
the  25  of  November  1629  to  the  25  Nor. 

1630  for  peyment  of  the  soume  of  ane 
hundreth  tuentie  four  pundis  threttene  s. 
four  d.  To  be  payed  at  Witsonday  and 
Lambes  be  equall  portionis 

The  Touncs  Weyhous  set  to  thomas  clerk  wobster 
for  the  spaice  of  twa  yeares  fra  witsonday 
1629  for  yeirlie  peyment  of  Twa  hundreth 
Tuantie  sex  merkis  at  Martimes  and  Wit- 
sonday be  equall  portiounes.  The  first 
termes  peyment  begynnand  at  Martimes. 

The  sex  merchand  buithes  undir  the  tolbuith  set  to 
Robert  Paull  James  gordoune  Mr.  andro 
Clerk  Robert  ray  and  thos  robertson  for 
peyment  of  tuantie  merkis  ilk  ane  of  thame. 

S 
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The  Custume  of  the  meill  mercat  sett  to  Williame 
donalJsone  for  peyment  of  the  soume  of 
thriescoir  pundis  scottis  monie  at  Marti- 
mes  and  Witsonday  be  equall  portiounes 
Wa.  Robertsone  and  James  birnye  cationeris 
for  peyment  yrof. 

The  Griss  of  the  loche  set  to  David  simsone  for  pay- 
ment of  fyftie  twa  merkis  at  Lambes  1630. 

The  four  choppis  under  the  clerkis  chalmer  set  to 
frances  Vanghagat  Johne  Ker  and  Dauid 
Meluill  his  cars  and  James  Strauthauthin 
for  peyment  be  the  said  frances  of  ten  lib., 
be  the  said  Johne  Ker  of  sextene  pundis, 
and  aucht  pin  lis  be  the  said  James  straqn 
at  Martimes  1629  and  Witsonday  yrefter. 

The  f^ou  nous  set  to  thomas  dempster  for 
10  lib.  13s.  4d. 


Vicarage  of  Sanct  Nicolas. 

Item  ye  ar  to  resaive  the  teynd  dewtie  of  vmqll 
Margarat  Mayneis  bot  in  futtie  now 
perteining  to  Dauid  Nicolson  hir  sone 
for  the  saidis  termes  of  Martimes  1629 
and  Witsonday  1630         -     x  lib.  xiijs.  4d. 

Item  the  teynd  of  Alexr  fiddes  bot  yr  x  lib.  xiijs.  4d. 

Item  the  teynd  of  diaries  smithes  yole  yr 

vj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

Item  the  teynd  dewtie  of  Andro  Cadonheidis 

bot  in  torie ix  lib. 
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Item  the  teynd  dewtie  of  George  friemanes 

yole  yr     -         -         -         -    vj  lib.  xiijs.  4& 

Item  the  teynd  dewtie  of  henrie  maynes  yole  yr 

vj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

Item  the  teynd  dewtie  of  that  yole  in  futtie 

perteining  in  feu  to  Mr.  Patrik  gethrie  xl  s. 

Item  the  teynd  dewtie  of  a  hot  futtie  perteining 
in  feu  to  Mr.  James  Ross  and 
occupiet  be  ...     xls. 

Item  ye  ar  to  resaive  the  small  vicarage  frome 
the  personis  following  viz — 

Item  ye  are  to  resaeve  frome  Thomas  Cowye 
Collector  of  the  tounes  kirk  annuallis 
quhilk  sould  hawe  beine  peyit  to 
Robert  alexr  late  thesaurar 

lxxxvij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 

Item  ye  ar  to  resaive  from  him  at  witsonday 

1630     -         -         -       lxxxvij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 

Item  ye  ar  to  be  comptabill  for  the  dewtie  of  the 
veluot  mortclaith  qlk  is  in  yor  keiping  fra 
ewerie  tounes  man  four  pundis  at  his 
buriall  and  for  ilk  tyme  the  same  beis 
imployit  to  be  laid  on  the  bier  in  the  kirk 
four  pundis  and  to  a  landward  man  aucht 
pundis. 

Item  for  the  wther  mortclaeth  of  loudoun  blak  fra  a 
tounes  man  threttie  thrie  s.  iiijd.  ilk  imploy- 
ment  and  from  ane  landward  man  the 
doubill. 
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Item  the  secret  seall  silucr  frome  Mr.  David  ruther- 
furd  prouest  according  to  his  Intromissione. 

Item  ye  are  to  resaeve  from  George  Rikard  laite 
Deane  of  Gild  quhilk  he  wes  fund  restand 
at  the  fute  of  his  compt    lxxxvj  lib.  xiijs.  4d. 

Item  from  Robert  alexr.  laite  thesr-  restand  be  him 
at  the  fute  of  his  compt    -         -  vc  lib. 

Item  restand  be  Williame  Setoune  of  Wdnye  and 
Alexr  setoun  his  'mother  of  the  tounes 
proper  money  is  confirme  to  thair  band 
payabill  at  Witsonday  1630 

vjc  lxvj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 
Weth  ane  yeir  and  a  halff  yeris  profite  till 
the  said  terme  -         -         -         -   jc  lib. 

Item  ye  are  to  resaive  frome  the  baillies  quhilk  is 
stentit  wpoun  the  nichtboris  of  the  toune 
be  tixatioun  for  peyment  of  Doctor  forbes 
Stipend viijc  lib. 


DISCHAIRGE. 

The  Thesaurar  payis  yeirlie  thir  soumes  follow- 
ing out  of  the  tounes  rent  viz.  for  the  burrow  maillis 
the  soume  of  Tua  hundreth  fourteine  pundis  sex  s. 
viijd.  quhilk  is  peyit  as  followis  To  Wit 

To  or  Souerane  lordis  comptrollar 

lxviij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 

To  the  Beidmen  of  auld  Aberdeine        -  jc  lib. 

To  Mr.  James  Mcgill    qlk  wes  peyit    of  auld    to 

the  Earles  of  Crafurd  -  xl  lib. 
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To  Walter  RobertSOnc  Clerk  of  Abcrdeinc  qlk 
wes  peyit  of  auld  to  the  Cheplanes  of  the 
Cathedrall  kirk  of  Abd.     -        -  vj  1  b. 

Sunima    -         -  ijc  xiiij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 

Item  ye  ar  to  deburse  in  exchequer  at  the  making 
of  the  tounes  compt  for  the  eqr-  and  for 
the  wyne  and  spycerie  to  the  lordis  auditoris 
of  exchequer  Tuantie  pundis  moe.  les  or 
mair  at  the  discretioun  of  the  maker  of  the 
compt. 

Item  to  the  Bishop  of  Abd.  for  the  fewmaill  of 
Ardlair     -         -         -         -  xxvjs.  viijd. 

Item  to  him  for  the  fewmaill  of  Caprastoune 

iij  lib.  xs.  viijd. 

Item  to  Johne  Kilgor  sacrestar  of  the  Cathedrall 
kirk  of  Abd.  for  the  annuall  addebtit  to 
him  furth  of  thrie  wastmest  buthes  wndir 
the  tolbuith xls. 

Item  to  the  new  college  of  Abd.  for  the  annuall 
addebtit  yrto  furth  of  the  twa  justice  mylnes 
qlk  wes  peyit  of  auld  to  the  blakfrieris  of 
of  this  burghe    -         -         -         xxvjs.  viijd. 

Item  to  the  minister  of  the  Trinitie  frieris  of  Abd. 
for  the  annuall  addebtit  to  him  furth  of  the 
pott  watter xs. 

Item  to  Williame  forbes  and  George  moresone  for 
the  annuall  belonging  to  thair  landis  of 
kirkhill  .....    Xxs. 
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Item  to  the  Maisteris  and  membcris   of  the  kingis 

College  of  Abd.  for  the  teynd  dewtie  of  the 

tounes    thrie    mylne  croftis  viz  the  justice 

mylne,   den  mylne  and  bukismylne  croftis 

xiij  lib.  vjs.  viijd.. 

To  be  peyit  yeirlie  at  martimes  preceislie  becaus 
the  toune  is  bund  yrto  wndir  a  failzie. 


To  the  Townes  StipendiAris  and  Pensionares. 

Imprimis  to  Mr.  James  Ross  minister  for  his  stipend 
of  the  Martimes  terme  1629  and  Witsonday 
terme  1630  payibill  be  the  Counsallis 
directioun         -         -      vcxxx  iij  lib.  6s.  8d. 

Item  to  him  for  his  house  maill     -         -  xl  lib. 

Item  to  Mr.  James  sibald  minister  for  the  vicarage 
of  St.  nicolas  -         -  lxxx  iiij  lib. 

Item  to  him  for  Mr.  Thos  Nicolsones  pensioune 

xl  lib. 

Item  yit  to  the  said  Mr.  James  in  augmentatioune 
of  his  stipend  and  to  mak  the  same  a  full 
thowsand  merkis       -         -         -  ijcl  merkis 

Item  to  Mr.  Robert  Baron  minister  for  his  stipend 
the  saidis  tua  termes     vjclxvj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

Item  to  him  for  his  housemaill      lxvj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

Item  for  ane  chalder  of  Collis  to  him  mettage  and 
careage  .  .  . 

Item  to  alexr.  gray  Reidar  for  his  stipend  the  saidis 
termes   ....   Iiij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 
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Item  to  Mr.  Williamc  couper  rcidar  in  the  new 

kirk  -         -         -         -         -  xx  lib. 

Item  to  the  toune  clerk  for  his  fee         -        viij  lib. 

Item  for  writting  the  thesaurares  acquittances 

vj  lib.  xiijs.  iiijd. 

Item  to  Mr.  Dauid  Wedderburne  Mr  of  the  grammer 

schole    -         -         -     jcxxx  iij  lib.  vjs.  viijd. 

Item  to  Patrik  Dauidsone  Mr.  of  the  music  schole 

lxxx  lib. 

Item  to  the  Thesaurar  for  his  fee  -         -         xx  lib. 
Item  to  Wa.  douglas  for  rewling  the  toune  clok 

xiij  lib  vjs.  viijd. 

Item  to  him  for  rewling  the  grayfrier  clok     •    ix  lib. 

Item  the  soume  of  Twa  hundreth  pundis  quhilk  wes 
peyit  of  auld  to  doctor  Dwn  prin11  is 
assignit  be  him  to  doctor  barron  as  a  pairt 
of  his  stipend  aboue  writtin  and  is  peyit 
yeirlie  togidder  at  witsonday. 

Item  to  Anna  blak  relict  of  vmq11  Mr.  Johne 
Mcbirnye  minister  for  the  annuall  rent  of 
anc  thowsand  merkis  contribute  be  the 
toune  for  support  of  his  bairnes  for  the 
martimes  terme  1629  and  witsonday  1630. 

Item  to  Mr.  Williame  andersone  for  his  pensioun 
advysing  of  the  tounes  proces  befoir  the 
baillies  Ane  halff  chalder  of  Collis  x  lib.  xjs. 

Memorandum  Doctor  forbes  stipend  of  viijc  lib.  is 
peyit  be  taxatioun  quhilk  [not  being  collectit 
in  tyme]  Is  advancet  be  the  tounes  thesr 
and  refoundit  bak  be  the  baillies  howsone 
the  taxatioun  is  resauit. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


Translation  of  extract  from  Charter  of  Confirmation 
granted  to  the  burgh  by  Charles  J.,  dated 
gth  September,  1638,  and  ratified  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  iph  November,  1641. 

.  ..  We,  for  the  good,  faithfull,  and  acceptable 
service  done  and  performed  to  us  and  our  most 
noble  Progenitors  by  the  saids  Provost,  Baillies, 
Council,  and  Community  of  our  said  Burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  and  their  predecessors,  and  that  hereafter 
they  may  the  better  continue  in  the  said  service, 
have  of  new  Given,  Granted,  Erected,  Disponed! 
and,  by  this  our  present  Charter,  Confirmed,  and 
by  the  tenor  hereof,  with  advice  and  consent 
foresaid,  Give,  Grant,  Erect,  Dispone,  and,  by  this 
our  present  Charter,  Confirm,  to  our  beloved  and 
faithfull  Servants  the  Provost,  Baillies,  Councillors, 
Burgesses,  and  Community  of  our  said  Burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  and  to  their  Successors,  all  and  whole 
our  said  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  Precinct, 
Walls,  Fossis,  Ports,  Ways,  Streets,  Passages,  and 
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.ill  and  sundry  Houses,  Biggings,  Yards,  Tenements, 
Crofts,  Acres,  and  Lands  within  the  Territory  and 
Liberty  of  our  said  Burgh,  and  likeways  all  and 
sundry  the  foresaid  Common  Lands  belonging  and 
pertaining  to  our  said  Burgh,  with  all  Muirs, 
Marishes,  Meadows,  Parts,  Pendicles,  and  Perti- 
nents of  old,  called  the  Forest  of  Stocket,  with  the 
wood  thereof,  within  the  limits,  marches,  anc 
bounds  thereof,  as  the  same  are  at  present  possess'c 
and  occupied,  and  are  yearly  rode  and  in  use  to  be 
perambulate  by  the  said  Provost,  Baillies,  Council 
and  Community  ;  all  and  whole  the  foresaid  Land: 
of  Rubislaw;  all  and  whole  the  foresaid  Lands  0 
Cruives;  with  the  Tofts,  Crofts,  Houses,- Biggings 
Parts,  Pendicles,  and  Pertinents  of  the  same ;  al 
and  whole  the  foresaid  waters  of  Dee  and  Don 
with  the  Salmon  Fishings  thereof  within  anc 
through  the  whole  bounds,  parts,  and  limit 
thereof,  as  the  same  at  present  are  possess'd  anc. 
occupied  by  the  said  Provost,  Baillies,  Council,  anc 
Community,  and  their  tenants  and  servants,  ana 
specially  the  foresaid  Salmon  Fishings  upon  the  saic 
Water  of  Dee  called  the  Raik,  Stellis,  Midchingle 
Pot  and  Foords  upon  both  sides  of  the  said  water 
and  as  the  said  Fishings  are  distinguished  anc 
distinctly  known  one  from  another,  and  as  the  sam 
lie  and  are  bounded  from  the  mouth  of  the  rivei 
bar,  and  water  mouth  of  our  said  Burgh  c 
Aberdeen,  to  the  Bridge  Water  at  the  Bridge  c 
Dee,  of  old  pertaining  and  belonging  to  Willi  a? 
Forbes  of  Barns,  as  also  the  Salmon  Fishing  upoi 
the  Water  of  Don  called  the  King's  Cavil  of  th 
foresaid  Water  of  Don,  as  well  above  as  below  th 
Bridge  thereof,  with  all  and  sundry  the  Salmo 
Fishings  of  the  Cruives,  as  the  saids  Fishings  an 
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Cruivc;  respectively  are  bounded,  .  .  .  and  other 
Fishings  whatsoever  upon  the  saids  waters  of  Dee 
and  Don,  and  through  all  the  bounds  and  limits 
thereof  respectively  above-express'd,  .  .  .  and  with 
all  other  Fishings,  as  well  of  Salmon  as  of  White 
Fishes,  in  the  salt  water  or  Sea  betwixt  the  mouths 
of  the  saids  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don,  and  beside 
the  mouths  of  the  saids  rivers  upon  both  sides 
thereof,  ...  as  also  with  liberty  and  privilege  of 
having  Boats  and  Ferryboats,  one  or  more,  upon  the 
saids  waters  of  Dee  and  Don,  at  the  water  mouths 
of  Dee  and  Don,  .  .  .  with  all  duties,  fees,  and 
advantages  belonging  and  incumbent  to  the  saids 
Ferryboats;  all  and  sundry  the  foresaid  Commoi 
Mills  of  our  said  Burgh  of  Aberdeen,  to  wit,  dre 
foresaid  two  mills  within  the  said  Burgh,  called  tlie 
Upper  and  Nether  Mills,  other  two  mills  without  our 
said  Burgh,  called  the  Justice  Mills,  and  other  two 
mills  lying  within  the  Liberty  of  our  said  Burgh, 
one  thereof  called  the  New  Mill,  upon  the  Burn 
of  Buxburn,  and  the  other  called  the  New  Mill, 
upon  the  Denburn,  and  the  said  Windmill  at  the 
Gallowgate-head  of  our  said  Burgh,  as  also  all  and 
whole  the  two  Sea  Mills  called  Shore  or.  Sea 
Mills,  newly  built  and  erected  by  the  saids 
Provost,  Baillies,  Council,  and  Community,  of  our 
said  Burgh,  .  .  .  with  privilege  and  liberty  to  them  of 
building  more  mills  at  their  pleasure,  and  with  the 
Multures  and  Sequels  to  the  saids  mills,  and  of  all 
grain  growing  upon  all  and  sundry  the  Crofts, 
Acres,  and  Common  Lands  of  our  said  Burgh,  and 
within  the  Territory  and  Liberty  thereof; .  .  .  all  and 
whole  the  said  Castle-hill,  Green  Meadow,  and 
suburb  called  Foottie,  with  the  Chapel  thereof, 
and   whole   Boats   and   White   Fishings  belonging 
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thereto,  and   with  the    foresaid   Bulwark,   Ha 
and     Shore     of    Aberdeen,    and     Milldams 
Passages  thereof,  and  with  liberty  and  privil< 
Burdening  and  Discharging,  Loading  and  L 
ships,  boats,  and  other  vessels  whatsoever  in  th< 
waters  of  Dee  and  Don,  ...  as  also  all  and 
the  foresaid  Customs  called  the  Bell-Customs 
said    Burgh,   the  small  Customs,   Tolls,  and 
Customs    used  and   wont,    with  the    Weight 
Tron-Weights   of  our  said  Burgh,  fees  and 
belonging  to  the  same,  and  with  all  other  Weigh 
Measures,  Liberties,  Privileges,  and  Immunitie 
wise  pertaining  and  belonging  to  the  said  Bur£ 
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